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LESSON I. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT — ^THE FOUR GOSPELS 
— ST. MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. 

RELIGION teaches us our relation to God — what 
He has done for us, and what we in return owe 
to Him. The Book in which all this is unfolded to 
us is the Bible. The latter part is called the New 
Testament, because it tells about the New Covenant, 
agreement, or testament, that God has made with 
man. 

In the New Testament there are twenty-seven books, 
written some 1800 years ago, by men who, like the 
writers of the Old Testament Scriptures, were guided 
and inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that what they 
wrote may truly be called the Word of God. In this 
respect the books of the Old and New Testaments 
differ from all others. 

Some of the books of the New Testament are alike 
in kind, as the Four Gospels, but differ entirely from 
the Epistles, which again reysemble each other in 
being letters written to the Churches or to individuals. 
The Book of the Acts stands alone as describing the 
foundation and progress of- the Christian Church ; 
while The Revelation of St. John is quite distinct 
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from any of these. In the New Testament there 
are — 

1. Five Historical Books or narratives, viz. the 
Four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, 

2. Twenty-one Epistles, or letters of apostolic men. 

3. The Revelation of St. John— the one great 
prophetical book of the New Testament. A book 
by which the Holy Spirit has made known to the 
Church things to come. 

These books the Church has received and treasured 
from the earliest times as inspired, and has bound 
them up in one volume called the New Testament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The Gospels are four separate narratives, each con- 
taining a selection of the words and actions of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and taken together, they give us a 
very complete account of all that is important to be 
known about His life on earth and teaching. 

In our own day there is the lecture, which notices only 
the most remarkable actions and words of some great 
man ; and there is the complete biography. Now, 
the Gospels resemble the first of these — the lecture 
rather than the life ; for they are sketches of the most 
striking incidents of our Lord's sojourn upon earth ; 
not always, however, in the exact order in which they 
happened, but grouped together so as to bring Him 
most clearly before us as Preacher, Worker of miracles, 
the Lord of life and death, the Son of God, the 
Redeemer of men, the persecuted and suffering 
Messiah — at one time commanding His disciples 
and founding a kingdom, at another rebuking the 
religious teachers of the Jewish people, or restraining 
the power of the Wicked One. 
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For some years the Apostles were content to repeat 
orally (or by word of mouth) what they had to tell 
about all that Jesus did and said, so when they or 
their companions came to commit it to writing, they 
naturally fell into the same strain ; and this is 
especially to be noticed in the three earlier Gospels — 
generally called "the Synoptical Gospels," because 
they take the same general view of our Lord's 
ministry. They give us chiefly an account of His 
ministry in Galilee, but St John records almost 
entirely the ministry in Judaea. 

The three earlier Gospels (written probably about 
A.D. 60) differ in some particulars, as is the case with 
all true and independent histories, and they do not 
always go over the same ground. St. Matthew gives 
few particulars of the birth of our Lord. St. Mark 
introduces Him to us at His baptism. In St. Luke's 
Gospel we find a full account of the Nativity, the 
vision of the Shepherds, the Circumcision, and one 
most interesting glimpse of the early life of Jesus ; 
while St. John takes us back to the " eternal genera- 
tion," but records not the human birth of Christ 

The first Evangelist portrays our Lord more espe- 
cially as the Messiah of the Jews, the second as the 
Almighty Son of God, the third as the Redeemer, 
and the fourth as the true Light of the world. St. 
Matthew's Gospel may be called the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, St Mark's the Gospel of the Ministry, 
St. Luke's the Gospel of the Atonement, and St. 
John's the Gospel of Doctrine. 

In this way one narrative throws light upon another, 
and, taken together, they form one " four-sided Gos- 
pel," instructive alike by its unity and diversity. 
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"Gospel" means "good news." These books are 
so called because they convey to us the best news that 
was ever made known to men — the tidings of their 
redemption or deliverance from the Evil One. To the 
believing Jews the Gospel was the good news that the 
hope of their fathers had been fulfilled. And what 
was that hope? When our first parents sinned, God 
promised them a Deliverer — a Saviour (Gen. iii. 15). 
He made the same promise to the patriarchs — to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — and to His chosen 
people the Israelites. All the Old Testament prophets 
(see Note i) spoke of the Saviour — the promised 
Messiah (the Anointed One — the Christ) sometimes 
.IS a great king (Ps. ii. 6 ; xiv. 3, 4, etc.), sometimes 
.IS a man of sorrows, as a sufferer and as a sin- 
bearer (Isa. iiii. 3-6). This coming Messiah was, 
then, the hope of the Jews ; and the Gospel was to 
ihem the "good news" that their hope had been 
fulfilled— that the Messiah had come. 

The Four Gospels, written by the four Evangelists 

(bringers of good news), bear each one the name of 

its writer. The Gospel "according to" St. Matthew 

means that it is in St. Matthew's own words — just as 

he wrote it ; for though the Holy Spirit brought back 

everything about Jesus to his remembrance, and 

guided him in all things, yet he told his story in his 

own way and in his own words. St. Matthew was 

oneof the twelve Apostles (see Note 2), and so saw and 

lieardmost of what he tells us in his narrative. St. Mark 

him Levi. St. Matthew wrote his 

countrymen, the Jews, who believed 

long-expected Messiah and King. 

t the prophets had said about Him 
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in the Old Testament Scriptures — and St. Matthew's 
very frequent expression — "that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken" (i. 22, ii. 15-23, viii. 17, etc.), 
shews not only that he appealed to Jewish readers, 
but that his grand purpose was to prove the accom- 
plishment of the prophecies in the Person of Jesus 
of Nazareth ; and that He was indeed THE Christ 
—THE Messiah of Israel. (See Note 3.) 

With this end in view St. Matthew makes forty-eight 
direct quotations from the Old Testament. To take a 
few examples : — 

Circumstances of birth and infancy : — i. 22; ii. 5, 15, 
17. " Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a Son, and they shall call His name Em- 
manuel, which, being interpreted, is, God with us'' (Isa* 
vii. 14). " And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, 
art not the least among the princes of Juda : for out 
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule My 
people Israel" (Mic. v. 2). " Out of Egypt have I 
called My Son" (Hos. xi. i). " In Rama was there 
a voice heard, lamentation', and weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would 
not be comforted, because they are not" (Jer. xxxi. 

IS). 
Residence in the north among the outcasts of 

Galilee : — iv. 14. ** The land of Zabulon, and the land 

of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea^ beyond Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles. The people which sat in 

darkness saw great light ; and to them which sat in 

the region and shadow of death light is sprung up" 

(Isa. ix. 1-2). 

The Messiah was to be a healer : — viii. 17. *' That 

it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
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prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare 
our sicknesses" (Isa. liii. 4). 

That He should win His way by spiritual influences y 
not by force : — ^xii. 17-21. " Behold My Servant, Whom 
I have chosen,'* etc. 

That He should teach by parable: — xiii. 35. 

That He should enter the Holy City, not as one of 
this world's conquerors, but on the ass of the pcUri- 
archal times : — xxi. 4. 

Thai He should be rejected: — ^xxi. 42. 



NOTES— LESSON I. 

1. Prophets f amongst the Israelites, were men by whom 
God sent His messages and made known His will to His 
people; and they were inspired by God to foretell future 
events, especially the advent of the Messiah. 

2. Apostles (Messengers — people ** sent forth "). The 
twelve disciples chosen by Jesus Christ to be always with 
Him. Their names are given by St. Matthew in the loth 
chapter of his Gospel, verses 2, 3 and 4. See also St. 
Mark iii. 16-19 > St. Luke vi. 14-16 ; Acts i. 13. Dividing 
the twelve names into groups of four, the same three 
Apostles head the three groups in every list. In all of 
them, St. Peter stands at the head of the first four, Philip 
heads the second four, and James (the son of Alphseus) the 
third four. 

3. The Christ It should be borne in mind that ** Christ'' , 
is not a surname attached to Jesus, which from the frequent 
use of the two names together ("Jesus Christ") may easily 
be supposed. Jesus is the personal name of our Lord ; but 
Christ is the Greek form of the Hebrew word Messiah^ 
His official title as the Anointed One. (Isa. Ixi. i ; St. Luke 
TV. 21 ; Acts iv. 27. ) 



LESSON IL 

THE FULNESS OF TIME— JESUS IS BORN — ^VISIT OF THE 
MAGI — FLIGHT TO EGYPT — RETURN FROM EGYPT. 

THE world waited long for the promised Saviour; 
but, when the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth His Son made of a woman (Gal. iv. 4). It was 
now the fulness of time. The Jews were looking 
earnestly for their Messiah. The Gentiles were expect- 
ing some great one — some king who should reign in 
righteousness. The Romans, the master people of the 
age, ruled the world. One government — one will — ^was 
obeyed everywhere. One very perfect language (Greek) 
was understood all over the Roman Empire, which 
stretched far and wide, as the British Empire does 
now — one government, one language. How much 
more easily, then, could the good news of a Saviour be 
made known. Every one was tired of false religions and 
bad kings. Every one was looking for some one to make 
things better. How much the more readily would they 
enter the spiritual kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

It was at this time — when all the world was expect- 
ing a deliverer — that Jesus was born. 

" The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of David, the son of Abraham," are the first words of 
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St. Matthew's Gospel ; so careful is he at the very out- 
set to trace the forefathers of Jesus to David the king 
(whose son the Messiah was to be, Psa. cxxxii. ii), 
and back to Abraham the father of the Israelitish 
nation, from whom the Messiah was to spring (Gen. 
xii. 3 and xxii. i8). 

Then St. Matthew, guided always by the Holy 
Spirit, draws a number of outlines or sketches of the 
life and teaching of Jesus. What do we see in his first 
picture? A village carpenter (though he had kings 
for his forefathers) — a humble maiden (but also of 
royal descent) — a few cottages, a hamlet or village, 
hidden away amongst the hills of Galilee (see Note i). 
At Nazareth — ^for that is the name of the village — 
Joseph and Mary lived between iSoo and 1900 years 
ago. Mary is betrothed (see Note 2) to Joseph, but 
not yet married to him, and by and by Joseph is in 
trouble ; for Mary, he believes, has not been true to 
him. But while he thinks about it, an Angel of the Lord 
tells him to take Mary to' be his wife, and that her 
first-bom Son, Whom he is to call Jesus (God the 
Savioiur), will be, not his son, nor the son of any other 
man, but the Son of God Himself; and at Bethlehem 
(see Note 3), David's city — ^whither Joseph and Mary 
have gone — the Son of Mary, the Son of God, was born 
into this world, in the thirty-sixth year of the reign of 
Herod the Great, King of the Jews — Augustus Caesar 
being at that time Emperor of Rome. 

A few weeks after the birth of Jesus, wise men — Magi 
(see Note 4)— <:ame from some country in the far East 
to Jerusalem, *' saying, Where is He that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in 
the east, and are come to worship Him." No one 
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knows — no one has heard of Him ! Herod is troubled ; 
it is bad news for him. He has no right to the throne 
of David, for he is a foreigner — an Idumsean; but the 
Romans have made him king, and he has to obey 
the Emperor of Rome. Herod asks the wise men 
of Jerusalem where Christ should be bom. The 
answer is ready : *' In Bethlehem of Judaea," for so 
says the Prophet Micah (Mic. v. 2). To Bethlehem 
Herod tells the wise men to go, to find the young child 
and to bring him word again, " that he also may wor- 
ship Him." The wise men hasten to Bethlehem, five 
miles from Jerusalem, and the star guides them to the 
very house where Jesus is. They worship Him, and 
leaving rich gifts, depart to their own country without 
returning to Herod. Herod is angry. He will do 
what he intended all the same. He meant to slay 
one child, now he will kill many. He has put such a 
number of people to death — besides a wife and three of 
his own sons — that the slaughter of a score or two of 
young children is nothing to 'him. Soldiers, sword in 
hand, are sent to Bethlehem. Every man-child of 
two years old and under is to be killed, and soon their 
blood cries from the ground to their Father in heaven. 
But where is the Child Jesus ? and where are Mary 
and Joseph ? Far on their way to Egypt, whither God 
has warned them to fly from Herod. 

This was in February ; but early in April they are 
returning from Egypt to Bethlehem. Why ? Because 
Herod is dead ; and an Angel of the Lord had appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, telling him to take the young 
Child and His mother back to their own land. Out 
of Egypt had God called His Son, as the Prophet 
Hosea had said He would long ago (Hos. xi. i). But 
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when Joseph heard that Archelaus, a son of Herod, 
reigned in Judaea, he was afraid to live in Bethlehem ; 
and so,' being warned of God in a dream, he turned 
aside into Galilee— to his old home, Nazareth (see 
Notes 5 and 6). 

This story of the visit of the Magi — the flight into 
Egypt — the slaughter of the children of Bethlehem — 
and the return from Egypt — is to be found in St. 
Matthew's Gospel only ; but St. Matthew tells • us 
nothing more of the infancy of Jesus, nothing of His 
youthful days at Nazareth, nothing of His early man- 
hood : for to gratify our curiosity or to amuse our 
fancy is not the purpose of his Gospel. Thirty years 
have passed since Herod trembled before the Magi. 
Archelaus no longer reigns over Judaea, which is now a 
province of the Roman Empire. For more than 
twenty years the Jews have had no king but the 
Roman Emperor ; and he (Tiberius Caesar) rules them 
by a governor (Pontius Pilate), who lives in Judaea with 
his Roman soldiers. 

Thirty years have passed since Mary and Joseph, 
with the infant Jesus, went to live in Nazareth ; and 
now we have another of St Matthew's pictures before 
U9. The scene is in the wilderness of Judaea (see Note 
7), on the banks of the Jordan. Crowds of people are 
there from Jerusalem and from places far and near, for 
they have heard that God has once more sent a 
prophet to His people, and there, on the banks of the 
river, stands a man clothed like Elijah in the prophet's 
mantle of camel's hair. He is calling on men to repent, 
and baptizing them in Jordan as they confess their sins. 

' Leaving out the word "notwithstanding," which is not in the Greek 
text, and is wrongly introduced into our English translation. 
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The people take this man for a prophet, and they 
are right He is John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
Christ, — preparing the way of the Lord, and so fulfilling 
the Word of God spoken by the Prophet Isaiah some 
seven hundred years before it came to pass (Isa. xl. 
3 ; Matt iii. 3). 

"Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him/' 

When St Matthew last spoke of Jesus he spoke 
of Him as a babe in His mother's arms, but now, in 
these few words, he brings the Divine Redeemer before 
us in the prime of manhood; and John baptized Him 
(not for the remission of sins — for He was sinless — but 
because He made Himself ^^ sin for us"); and then 
from the open heavens a voice is heard saying, " This 
is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." 

Yet not in one point only, but in all, will Jesus be 
our example. He must shew us how to conquer the 
Wicked One — ^how to handle the sword of the Spirit, 
the Word of God. In the lonely wilderness He prays 
and fasts forty days. Then the Devil whispers to Him 
his lies, and tries to lure Him with his snares, but 
in vain : to every temptation Jesus answers, "It is 
written." Then the Devil leaveth Him, and angels 
come and minister to Him. 

This temptation or trial of Jesus was doubtless a 
real trial to Him. He felt the supernatural power that 
was within Him. Should He use it to relieve His 
wants or to establish His kingdom without suffering ? 
This seems to have been the meaning of the Tempter's 
whispers. No ! He saw clearly that this was not His 
Father's will, and He resisted the temptation. But 
doubtless it was a most real temptation. When we 
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read of His being on the mountain-top or on a pinnacle 
of the Temple, it was probably " in the Spirit." So St 
John (Rev. i. lo ; iv. i, 2 ; xviii. 3) seemed to himself 
to be lifted into heaven, though bodily he was in the 
Isle of Patmos all the time. 

This may help us to understand the mysterious 
narrative of these temptations of our Lord in the 
wilderness. 



NOTES— LESSON IL 

1. Galilee^ the name of the whole northern portion of 
Palestine in the time of our Lord. The mountainous region 
of Upper Galilee, famed for its olive-groves, was called 
Galilee of the Gentiles (Matt. iv. 15), on account of the 
number of foreigners settled there. Lower Galilee was a 
land of corn-fields, and the fertile plain of Esdraelon stretched 
across its whole breadth. 

2. Betrothal^ or espousal (mutual promise of marriage), was 
amongst the Jews a solemn agreement made before witnesses, 
and as binding as marriage itself. 

3. Beth-lehem (House of Bread), a town hve miles south of 
Jerusalem, where the Lord Jesus Christ was bom in fulfil- 
ment of prophecy. It probably was called Beth-lehem on 
account of the fertility of its fields. Beth-lehem was David's 
.city. 

4. Magi. This name was first of all given to the priests of 
the Medo- Persian Empire, but afterwards to all the mse men 
of the East. To what country the Magi belonged who came 
to worship the infant Saviour is uncertain, most likely to 
Persia, and they may have studied the prophecies of Daniel, 
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which were written in the East ; but we are sure from the in- 
spired narrative that God Himself made known to them the 
birth of His Son, and guided them to the very house where 
He was to be found. 

5. Archelaus. At the death of Herod the Great his sons 
Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip succeeded to his dominions. 
Archelaus took two quarters (Judaea, including Idumaea and 
Samaria), Antipas one quarter, or tetrarchy (Galilee and 
Peraea Proper), Philip one quarter, or tetrarchy (Trachonitis 
and Iturea). Archelaus was deposed by the Roman Em- 
peror A. D. 7, when Judaea (with Samaria) became a Roman 
province. 

6. JudcBa, In New Testament times Judaea included the 
whole of Palestine south of Samaria and west of the Jordan, 
and a strip of sea-coast extending north nearly to Carmel. 
At the death of Herod the Great Judaea and Samaria fell to 
Archelaus, and so formed one province under one govern- 
ment. On the deposition of Archelaus Judaea became the 
Roman province of that name, which included Samaria. 
Judaea was famed for its vineyards. 

7. The ** Wilderness of yudcea '* is a dreary region on the 
western shore of the Dead Sea extending from Jericho to 
EngedL 



LESSON III. 

JESUS IN GALILEE— THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT — ^THB 

PRINCIPLES OF Christ's spiritual kingdom. 

THE nine or ten months which followed the 
Baptism are passed over in- silence by St. 
Matthew, and Jesus has now returned to Galilee ; and 
there, far away from the proud teachers of Jerusalem, 
He began His Galilean ministry, preaching every- 
where and saying, " Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand" (Matt iv. 17). 

And Jesus went through all Galilee teaching in 
the synagogues (see Note i), "and healing all man- 
ner of sickness, and all manner of disease, among the 
people." Everywhere and in all places — in the busy 
towns, in the lonely villages, in the houses of prayer, 
in the homes of rich and poor — He made known 
the same good news : " the Gospel of the Kingdom." 
Never before had such a Teacher been heard, never 
before had such a Physician of souls and bodies 
walked through their streets. Everywhere the people 
wondered, and say that a mighty prophet is amongst 
them: "and they brought unto Him all sick people, 
and those which were possessed with devils, and those 
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which were lunatic, and those which had the palsy; 
and He healed them " (Matt. iv. 24). 

All through His ministry Jesus was followed by His 
disciples — men whom He had chosen to be with Him, 
that He might fit them to be His servants and minis- 
ters. Simon Peter and Andrew his brother, James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, fishermen on the Sea of 
Galilee (see Note 2), are the names of those whom 
Jesus had already called ; they had left their nets and 
boats to follow Him. Matthew says all this very 
briefly (Matt. iv. 18-22), for he cares more to tell us 
what Jesus said than what He did. He carefully 
gathers up the words of his Divine Master, and in the 
5 th, 6th, 7th, and 8th chapters of his Gospel we have a 
rich treasury of the sayings of Him '* Who spake as 
never man spake." Let us look at the picture drawn 
by the Evangelist. 

On a lofty hill (see Note 3) near the Sea of Galilee 
Jesus is sitting with His disciples (Matt. v.). Just 
below them are the eager upturned faces of the multi- 
tudes of people who have come from all parts — from 
Galilee, from Decapolis (see Note 4), from Jerusalem, 
and from beyond Jordan — to listen to the new Teacher. 
Jesus is laying down the law of His new spiritual 
kingdom — the city set upon a hill — His Church to be 
built upon the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief Comer-Stone. 

When the old Law was given from Sinai how terrible 
was the sight ! The mount quaked greatly ; there were 
thunderings and lightnings, the noise of a trumpet and 
a thick darkness, out of which shone the awful Majesty 
of God, so that the people stood afar off (see Exod. 
xix. and xx.); but the new Law of Christ's spiritual 
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kingdom is spoken in gentle words by the same Lord 
— now clothed in human flesh and sitting as a man 
amongst men — whose glory on Sinai was "like a 
devouring fire." 

Hear what He says ; — 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

" Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be 
comforted. 

" Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness : for they shall be filled. 

" Blessed are the merciful : for they they shall obtain 
mercy. 

" Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see 
God. 

" Blessed are the peace-makers : for they shall be 
called the children of God." • 

Here is a description of the sort of men whom Jesus 
wished to admit into His heavenly kingdom — that is, 
His Church. 

His Church is to shine as a light in the world — a 
light borrowed from Himself. "Ye are the salt of 
the earth." " Ye are the light of the world." " Be ye 
perfect" (how high the aim!) "even as your Father 
Which is in heaven is perfect." Here, however, 
"perfect" means complete in every part, rather than 
without spot of sin ; it means, *' Leave out no part of 
the copy God sets you." 

Did Jesus mean to take away the old Law? — to 
destroy it? No. He said: "I am not come to destroy 
the law, but \.o fulfill The law was a shadow of good 
things to come. A shadow passes away when the 
substance comes in which it is fulfilled. The sacrifices 
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were ^^ shadows ^^ (Heb. viii. 5; x. i) of the atoning 
death of Christ, and many other things were shadows 
of Christ and His Church. These would cease — they 
were fulfilled in Christ. The moral law is for ever, 
and this Jesus fulfilled by his perfect obedience. In 
this discourse Jesus shews how far the moral law 
reaches ; how it forbids not only bad actions but bad 
thoughts. He teaches the difference between the letter 
and the spirit of the law. The Jewish teachers, " the 
Scribes and Pharisees, taught that to break the sixth 
commandment was simply to take another's life, and 
they had no idea of any other way of breaking it. 
This was to understand it in the letter. Our Lord 
teaches that bad feelings and bad words equally break 
this commandment. This is to understand it in the 
spirit^ ' But besides telling the listening people of a 
righteousness so far exceeding the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus made God known to them 
as their Father. " Your Father" (Matt. v. 16, 45, 48), 
"thy Father" (vi. 18), "our Father" (vi. 9),' are 
words He repeats again and again. Well might the 
people be " astonished at His doctrine !" Well might 
it be said, "He taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the Scribes !" (see Note 5.) 

NOTES— LESSON IIL 

I. Synagogues were buildings used simply for public prayer 
and reading the Law, but they had no altars, sacrifices, or 
priests ; for the divinely-appointfed worship of God, seen in 
the Temple at Jerusalem, might be offered nowhere else. In 
the time of our Saviour sjmagogues were general throughout 
the land. 

' How's Commentary. 

N.T.— I. B « 
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2*. Sm of GaJUeey a beautiful fresh-water lake 12) miles 
long, and 6| broad in its widest part. It lies in a very deep 
basin or hollow 652 feet below the level of the Mediterranean. 
In the New Testament it is also called the Lake of Genne- 
saret (Luke v. i), and by its Roman name, the Sea of Tiberias 
(John xxi. i). The broadest part is towards the north, and 
the more projecting side towards the west. In the cities 
that bordered this memorable lake in the time of our Lord, 
and on its shores, most of His mighty works were done. 

3. A lofty hilly supposed, with good reason, to be Mount 
Hattin, a hill on the west side of the Sea of Galilee. 

4. Decapolis {deca, ten ; polls ^ dty). The name of alai^e 
district of ten cities, with the country around them ; a portion 
of the ancient Bashan and Gilead ; but its geographical limits 
cannot be exactly defined. The ten cities were rebuilt, and 
had certain privileges bestowed upon them, after the Roman 
conquest of Syria (b.c. 65). 

5. Words and expressions needing explanation : — 

One jot or one tittle (Matt. v. 18). " Jot," the smallest of 
the Hebrew letters. "Tittle," a point or little mark by 
which to know one letter from another. 

Raca (ver. 24), Worthless vain fellow. A name of con- 
tempt. 

Adversary (ver. 24) means creditor. 

If thy right eye offend thee (make thee to stumble), pluck it 
out; and if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, etc. (vv. 29, 
30) . We are to g^ve up what we value most if it lead us 
into sin. 

Let your communication he^ Yea, yea; Nay^ nay (ver. 37). 
This doubling the word, to add force to it, as was customary 
amongst the Jews, is to suffice without an oath, which 
Christ entirely condemns. 
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Compel thee (ver. 41). The Romans obliged the Jews to 
give their services to the government in sending forward 
messages or men. Christ would say, **If you are compelled 
to go a mile, go cheerfully." 



LESSON IV. 

THE LEPER — THE CENTURION — THE TEMPEST ON THE SEA 
OF GALILEE — THE DEMONIAC OF GERGESA— THE PARA- 
LYTIC — CALL OF ST. MATTHEW — GIVING SIGHT TO THE 
BLIND — THE DUMB DEMONIAC. 

AND now we pass from the words to the works of 
Christ — to the confirming of the words by signs 
following. In the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of 
his Gospel, St. Matthew shews the Lord to us as the 
Great Teacher, with multitudes of people sitting at 
His feet and listening in mute astonishment to His 
Divine Wisdom ; but in the eighth and ninth chapters it 
is different. In these we behold Christ as the Worker 
OF Miracles — the Lord of Nature, the swift Healer 
of diseases, the Master of life and death, the Conqueror 
of the powers of darkness ; and, more than all, we see 
Him Who hath power on earth to forgive sins, not as 
the minister of another, but in His own right and by 
His own authority. 

Many people still follow Jesus and His disciples 
(viii. i), but who is this, with bare head and rent 
clothes, crying out, "Unclean, unclean!" as he hastens 
through the throng ? Who is he indeed but a leper — 
an outcast, the most miserable of men ; for a disease 
^as seized upon him that will eat away his body, and 



The Leper. 21 

cause his limbs to drop off while he is still alive. No 
man can cure him nor help him. The people fly from 
him lest he should pollute them ; but he heeds them 
not, for he sees before him the famous Prophet of 
Galilee, the fame of Whose mighty deeds has filled 
the land. Ah, will He spurn the leper.? or will He 
pity him ? The poor man knows not, but hastens on 
through the crowd, and, pressing forward to the very 
feet of Jesus, throws himself on the ground, exclaim- 
ing, "Lord, if Thou «////, Thou catist make me clean !" 
And Jesus? Will He too shrink from the contact, and 
tell His disciples to take him away? No. He "puts 
forth His hand and touches him, saying, I will; be 
thou clean !" And immediately his leprosy is cleansed. 
; Wonderful change ! the diseased flesh is now like the 
flesh of a little child. Neither spot nor taint remains 
(yiii. 2, 3). But let us mark well that leprosy of the 
body is a picture of sin destroying the soul, and the 
miracle teaches us that, to the cry of the penitent — 
" Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean" — the 
same Lord is ever ready to return the same answer of 
peace — " I will ; be thou clean." 

But Gentiles (foreigners) as well as Jews come to 
Jesus in their distress. As He enters Capernaum, a 
centurion (see Note i) — a Roman officer — prays Him 
to heal his servant, and the Lord's ready answer is, " I 
will come and heal him." But the man said, " Lord, 
speak the word only and my servant shall be healed ; 
for I am a man under authority — I have to obey those 
I serve — yet I command my soldiers and they do as I 
bid them. How much more wilt Thou, the Lord of 
all, be obeyed." And the Lord marvelled at the man's 
faith, which was greater than He had found in Israel 
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Then Jesus prophesied of the calling of the Gentiles 
into His Church (ver. ii), while the unbelieving Jews, 
the children of the kingdom — the old kingdom of God's 
chosen people— will be cast out 

The wonderflil miracles of the Lord caused great 
multitudes to follow Him, and to escape from them for 
a time He entered into a ship with His disciples, to 
cross over to the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee 
{viiL 23). Then (w. 24-26) we read of the sudden 
storm (see Note a),— how Jesus rebukes the winds and 
the waves — of the "great calm." For He Who in tlie 
beginning created the heaven and the earth has 
spoken to them and they are still. 

On the lake Jesus shewed His power as the Lord of 
nature ; and now, on its eastern side, in the country of 
the Gergesenes (see Note 3), He delivers the demoniacs 
from the power of Satan, whose kingdom he has come 
to destroy. In the maddened swine the redeemed 
man saw the destnictiveness of the Power from which 
he had been delivered. One mighty to save has come 
to this people, but their swine are dearer to them than 
the the presence of the Holy One, and they beseech 
Him to depart ; and Jesus, who never forces men's 
wills, takes them at their word and crosses over again 
to His own city Capernaum, 

Here they bring Him a man sick of the palsy — a 
(see Note 4) — lying upon a bed (see Note 5), 
at the Lord will heal him. 
le eyes of the Lord are ever fixed on sin as 
disease of man, and so, thinking more of the 
rfhissoul than ofthe ailments of his body, and 
doubtless his penitence of heart and spiritual 
as well as the faith of those who brought him. 
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He says to him, "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins 
be forgiven thee;" and when the Scribes (see Note 6) 
call this blasphemy, Jesus heals the paralytic, asking 
"Whether it is easier to say. Thy sins be forgiven thee, 
or to say. Arise and walk," and so proving that the 
" Son of Man had power on earth to forgive sins " (ix. 
6). And (here is the effect of it) " the people glorified 
God" (ix. 8). 

Matthew the Publican, a collector of taxes for the 
Romans, is called by Jesus to follow Him; and straight- 
way he leaves his office, the receipt of customs at 
Capernaum, for the high office of an apostle of the 
Lord. Jesus further offends the Pharisees by eating at 
Matthew's house with publicans and sinners ; but He 
tells them that He has come to call sinners and not 
the self-righteous to repentance: "for they that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick." 

In Christ's answer to the disciples of John (ix. 15), 
He calls them the children of the bride-chamber, that 
is, the companions of the bridegroom, because St. John 
the Baptist was the friend of the Divine Bridegroom 
(St. John iii. 29). 

The ^^ old garmenV^ (Matt ix. 15) is the Jewish re- 
ligion of outward observances — the old ceremonies of 
the law. The ^^ new cloth^^ is the Gospel, which is not 
to be fitted into the old system ; and, just as " old 
bottles" (ver. 17) made of skin or leather, which have 
already been stretched as much as possible, would 
burst with the fermentation of new wine, so the ordin- 
ances of the Old Covenant will nof hold the living 
spirit of the Gospel. And while Jesus was yet talking 
He was sought by a father in grief for his little daughter, 
and the Lord, ever kind, ever ready to help, went to 
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the house where the maid lay dead, and taking her by 
her hand gave her back to her father (ver. 25). 
This was our Lord^s first recorded miracle of raising 
the dead to life. 

The giving sight to two blind men (ix. 27-30), and 
the casting out the devil from the dumb man (ver. 33), 
are the last in the wonderful procession of miracles 
that pass so rapidly before us in the eighth and ninth 
chapters of St. Matthew's Gospel. In these miracles 
we see that a man's faith is the measure of what he 
can receive from God: "according to your faith be 
it unto you " (ver. 29), and in His own country Jesus did 
not many mighty works "because of their unbelief" 
(xiii. 58). But we see also, in the case of the Ruler's 
daughter and of the paralytic, that our Lord in His 
great mercy sometimes accepted the faith of others on 
behalf of those who were dear to them. 

Again, these miracles — these interruptions of the 
ordinary course of nature — were signs that the Doer of 
them was the Lord of nature ; even He Who in the 
beginning created the heavens and the earth. The 
Apostles worked miracles, and most notable ones, as 
we read in the Acts, but they did them always in the 
Name and by the power of their Divine Master (see 
Acts iii. 6, 12 ; iv. 10, etc.). Our Lord, on the contrary, 
worked all His miracles by His own almighty power. 

Another thing to be noted is the unwearied kindness 
and tenderness of the Lord to the sad and sorrowful — 
His ready help to the sufferer and the outcast 

** How to all the sick and tearful 
Help was ever gladly shewn ; 
How He sought the poor and fearful, 
Called them brothers and His own. 
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" How no contrite soul e'er sought Him, 
And was bidden to depart ; 
How with gentle words He taught him, 
Took the death from out his heart. '' 

(LuiSE Hensel.) 



NOTES— LESSON IV. 

1. Centurion, In the Roman army a centurion com- 
manded a century or centuria — the sixtieth part of a legion. 
There were at first one hundred men (as the name indicates) 
in a centuria, but afterwards the number varied in proportion 
to the size of the legion. 

2. Storms on the Lake of Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee). 
These are sudden and terrible, though generally not of long 
duration. Sometimes, in a few moments, the clouds come 
up in black and heavy masses and roll down the hills towards 
the lake ; then the thunder-gust sweeps over the tranquil 
water, changing it into a sheet of foam — one half of the lake 
being sometimes seen in wild confusion while the other is at 
rest. The causes of these sudden squalls are found in the 
great depression of the bed of the lake, and in the deep 
gorges and ravines which meet at its head and **act like 
gigantic funnels in drawing the wind from the mountains " 
(Thomson, Wilson). 

3. Gergesenes. Gergesa is referred to by Origen as being 
close to the lake on its eastern shore. Of recent travellers 
Dr. Thomson {Land and iJie Book) takes the modern Khersa, 
and Macgregor {Rob Roy on the yordan, p. 22) a spot a 
little way south of that place, to be the site of the ancient 
Gergesa. 

4. Palsy — this word should be rendered paralytic. Palsy, 
according to modem usage, is merely a shaking and trembling 
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of the litnbi, but paralysis implies the loss of all power in 
them. 

5» /^/^. St. Mark uses a word which signifies a pallet or 
mat which ii often employed for this purpose in the East. 
The Name word occurs St. Mark vi. 55; St. John v. 8-12; 
AcU V, 15, ix. 33. 

6. Serines, In New Testament times learned men skilled 
In the law and the sacred writings, and held in much respect 
by the people. They overlaid Scripture with traditions, and 
Joined the Pharisees in opposition to our Lord. 

7. Fublicam* The Publicans of the New Testament were 
Jewi who served the Romans as tax-collectors, although some 
of them resembled rather our excise or custom-house officers, 
and collected the duties on merchandise. Matthew sat at 
**i\it receipt of custom ** at Capernaum (ix. 9), and probably 
collected the duty on goods brought over the Sea of Galilee. 
The Publicans, in the time of our Lord, were hated and 
dcHpised by the Jews for two reasons, (i) because they were 
tlic Kcrvants of their oppressors and conquerors the Romans, 
and (2) often bought the taxes of a district, where they ground 
tlic inhabitants and exacted more than their due. 

8. Passages needing explanation : — 

**The foxis have holes^** etc. (Matt. viii. 20). In this 
anNwer (as in every answer that He makes) Jesus speaks as 
one who knows the heart ; most likely this Scribe wished to 
follow the Lord for some selfish reason, he would now learn 
that if he followed Him it must be in poverty and humility. 

** Follow Mit and let the dead bury their dead " (viii. 22). Is 
this a stern command ? Does it seem harsh ? It is meant 
to be a rebuke, being addressed to one who is ready to make 
excuses for not giving himself up to the work to which he was 
called. Jesus would say, "Let those who are spiritually 
dead attend to this matter. You are called to a higher and 
holier work ; attend to that before all else. ' Follow Me.' " 
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LESSON V. 



THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE — CHRIST*S CHARGE TO 
THEM — THE DOOM* OF THE CITIES OF THE LAKE. 



IN Studying St Matthew's Gospel it should be re- 
membered that he does not always put things one 
after the other " in order " just as they happened. In 
telling us (viii. and ix.) of Christ's wonderful miracles 
he takes a number that were done, possibly at various 
times — and groups them together. So, in chapter 
X. he gives us our Lord's instruction to His Apostles. 
In chapter xiii. we have a group of parables ; while, 
in the 24th and 25 th chapters, we gaze on pictures of 
terrible things to come — God's judgments on the Jews 
and the world — Christ's Second Advent in Glory — the 
day of judgment 

Jesus had already chosen twelve disciples (learners 
under discipline) to be always with Him, and in the 
loth chapter of His Gospel, St Matthew tells us their 
names, and how Christ sent them forth as His 
Apostles (x. 1-5; see Note 3), and "commanded 
them." He told them where to go, what to do, and 
how to do it 

I. In the beginning of His discourse the Lord gives 
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I1J3 Apostles directions about the missionary journey 
nil which Ihey are just setting out (sec x. 5-1 S). 

a. The next portion iyv. 16-33) is still about missionary 
work, but it is no longer a mission in one country and 
(o one people ; it is catholic — universal^as wide as 
the w..rld itself; it is the mission of Christ's Church, 
more especially during its early daj's : and see how 
coiilidcnily our Lord speaks of its growth and increase ; 
hiiw surely He sees the spread of His New Spiritual 
Kingdom, though content to postpone its establishmerit 
till af\er His departure. 

3, The third part (\-v, 24-42) includes not only the 
ministers of the Church, but every member of it— all 
who are baptiied in the Name of Christ To whom 
were the Apostles to go in their first mission ? Not to 
the Gentiles {vcr. 5) ; for though Christ's universal 
Church was at hand {ver. 7), it had not yet been set 
up in the world, and until it was set up the Gentiles 
could not be invited into iL Nor were they to go to 
the Samaritans (see Note 1) ; for though they lived in 
the land of Israel they were not of Israel In their 
first mission the Aposdes were sent only to their 
own countrymen— to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel (ver. 6). 

The explanation of the more difficult passages in 
•*■■• •'■'■ — irse may forrn the second part of oiu- present 
hey are as follows : — 

off the dust of your feel" (ver, 14); to shew 
five them up — that "God rejects those who 
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Councils (ver. 17); courts of law. 

^^ Take no thoiighV^ iy^x, 19); no anxious thought. 
The word has this meaning in old English ; for that 
would shew want of trust in God. 

" Till the Son of Man be cotne^ (ver. 23) ; to punish 
the Jews and to destroy Jerusalem — a shadow of 
Christ^s coming the second time in glory. 

^'' Beelzebub ;^^ probably the same as Baal-zebub (2 
Kings i. 2), a false god worshipped by the Philistines. 
The Jews gave the name to Satan. 

^^Fear Him^^ (ver. 28) ; that is, fear to offend God. 
Fear Him not with the dread of a slave, but with the 
awe which a son feels towards a father whom he 
knows he has offended. • 

" Think not that I am come to send peace on earth-^ 
(ver. 34) ; that is, not an outward pesLce. " The peace 
of God " is to keep our hearts and minds, 

" A sword ^^ (ver. 34) ; the sword of the persecutor. 

"7"i7 set a man at variance^^ (ver. 35); see ver. 21. 
The " variance " is caused by the haters of Christ and 
not by His followers. 

^'He that Jindeth his life*^ (ver. 39). He who loves 
the present life too much to risk it for Christ will lose 
eternal life ; but he who cares not for his present life so 
that he may win Christ will have life eternal. 

'•''More than a proph&t^^ (xi. 9), John the Baptist was 
more than a prophet, because he was the immediate 
Forerunner of Christ. 

" There hath not arisen a greater^^ (xi. 11). He 
was the Herald of Christ — the friend of the Bride- 
groom. 

'^He that is least in the kingdom of heaven*^ (xi. 1 1). 
To understand this we must bear in mind what our 
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Lord means by " the kingdom of heaven." He means 
His kingdom set up hereon earthy that is, His Church ; 
and the least in that kingdom is greater than the 
Herald of it. Christians are members of Christ — the 
Church is His Bride, and is greater therefore than the 
friend of the Bridegroom. 

^^Sufereth violence y' etc. (ver. 12). In the parallel 
passage, St. Luke xvi. 16, the words are "the law and the 
prophets were until John, since that time the kingdom 
of God is preached, and every man presseth into itj^ or 
as it might be rendered " useth violence towards it." Is 
this violence of the good or bad kind .^ Of the good 
kind most likely. Christ wishes to shew that He is the 
expected Messiah of whom the law and the prophets 
spoke. It is as if He said, "Do you want a proof that 
the time is come, and that I am He, when you see my 
kingdom openly proclaimed, and men pressing into 
it with so much eager force, bursting thus all that would 
hinder them?" In the violent our Lord probably 
refers to the multitudes who thronged Him so con- 
stantly in defiance of Jheir rulers' threatenings. 

^^Piped^' — ^* mourned*' (ver. 17). Both our Lord and 
John the Baptist preached to the Jews the good news 
of the " kingdom of heaven,*' which is here likened to 
the glad music of the wedding-feast ; both called them 
to repentance and mourning for sin, which is compared 
to the sad dirge of the funeral lament. Children in the 
market-place often played at weddings and funerals. 
Christ may have seen something of this sort at the 
moment 

^^Woe unto tkee, Chorazin" etc. (ver. 21). In the 
days of Chrisfs ministry Eastern Galilee was a 
busy, thriving, populous, manufacturing district full 
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of large towns, Roman custom-liouses, and pleasant 
watering-places on the lake. Here our Lord did most 
of His mighty works ; especially in or near the proud 
and prosperous towns on the north-western side of the 
Sea of Galilee. Chorazin, Bethsaida, and especially 
Capernaum, were " exalted to heaven " by the presence 
of the Redeemer ; but they repented not, and though 
high and lifted up they were soon " brought down to 
hell." The word " hell " used here is the grave (see 
Note 2) ; and the meaning is, that these towns should 
be utterly cast down as a punishment for their impeni- 
tence and unbelief. And what are they now ? Heaps 
of rubbish over which travellers dispute : the places 
where they stood are not positively known. 



NOTES— LESSON V. 

1. Samaritans ; a remarkable people, who though living in 
the midst of the land of Israel in the time of our Lord, were 
descendants of heathen colonists brought into the country 
from the far East, seven centuries before, by Esarhaddon, King 
of Assyria (about 688 B.C.), to replace the ten tribes carried 
into captivity by Shalmaneser. Christ called a Samaritan a 
stranger, literally a foreigner (Luke xvii. 18). At first 
idolaters, they afterwards worshipped the God of Israel, and 
built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim ; and being joined by 
certain Jewish renegades, they, by and by, claimed Jewish 
descent. National and religious jealousy produced a bitter 
and standing feud between the Samaritans and the Jews ; and 
the greatest insult that could be offered by a Jew to our 
Lord was to call Him a Samaritan. 

2. HdL The two distinct Greek words — "Hades, "the 
place of departed spirits, and •** Gehenna," the place of 
punishment — are both translated **hell" in our English 
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Authorized Version of the New Testament, although really 
having very different meanings. In Matt xi. 23 Hades is 
the word intended. 

3. Names of the Apostles needing explanation : — 

Bartholomew^ or Bar-Tolmai, means ** the Son of Tolmai." 
He is supposed to be the same person as the Nathanael of 
St. John's Gospel, St. Philip's friend. 

JameSy the son of Alphceus, was also called James the Less 
(or the Little, from his small stature, as well as to dis- 
tinguish him from James the son of Zebedee). 

Lebbaus or Thaddaus. This Apostle is believed to be the 
same as "Judas, the brother of James," of St. Luke's Gospel. 
He is also a son of Alphaeus. 

Simon the Canaanite, or Cananasan, in Greek ZeloteSy so 
called, perhaps, because he may at one time have belonged 
to the Zealots. This sect were possessed by a fierce desire 
for independence, and maintained payment of tribute to the 
Roman or any foreign government to be a violation of the 
principle that God only was the King of Israel ; but they 
made these principles the pretext for great violence, and they 
degenerated into lawless brigands. 

Iscariot means a man of Kerioth, a village in the tribe of 
Judah, and probably the native place of the traitor. 



LESSON VI. 

IN THE CORN-FIELDS — THE PHARISEES — ^TEACHING 

BY PARABLES. 

IN the first verse of the twelfth chapter of his Gobpel 
St. Matthew relates something that happened early 
in the second year of our Lord's ministry. In Palestine 
(see Note i), a country of fertile plains and corn-fields, 
the barley harvest began on the second day of the 
Passover — early in April. There is a field of golden 
grain ripe for the sickle, and men are walking through 
it slowly and wearily, and, as they pass along, they 
pluck the ears of wheat, rubbing out the grains in 
their hands, and eating them to satisfy their hunger. 
They are not clothed in soft raiment, for they do not 
live in those fine houses that may be seen at Caper- 
naum and Tiberias. They are homely-looking men ; 
but one amongst them looks graver, sadder, and more 
earnest than the rest They have been teaching the 
people who follow them, and have had no time so 
much as to eat Who are these men? Who but 
Jesus of Nazareth, the great Prophet and Teacher of 
Galilee, and His disciples. But besides the people 
who follow them, others are watching to see what 
they will do. These are the Pharisees (see Note 2), 
teachers also of the people j and now they press 
forward to speak to Jesus. Do they come to thank 

N.T^I. c 
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Him for His kindness to the people? for His miracles 
of mercy and labours of love ? Hear what they say : 
" Behold Thy disciples do that which is not lawful to 
do upon the Sabbath day " (xil 2). 

For a long time after the Israelites, or Jews as they 
were afterwards called (see Note 3), came into the 
Holy Land, they were constantly worshipping idols, 
profaning the Sabbath, and provoking God to anger, 
until at last He caused them to be carried away by 
the Kings of Assyria and the King of Babylon. After 
they returned from Babylon, the Jews never again wor- 
shipped idols, nor did they profane the Sabbath ; but the 
Pharisees overlaid it with their own laws and teachings., 

We have seen how they kept the letter of the law, 
but knew nothing about its spirit (see Sermon on 
the Mount, Lesson III.), and they did just the same 
with the Sabbath. God meant it to be a means of 
good to men ; but the Pharisees thought more of the 
day than of man for whose good it was ordained. 
With them it was "not lawful" to do good on the 
Sabbath. They made the blessed rest of the seventh 
day a weariness, a burden, and a cruel bondage. 
They forbad any one to pluck an ear of com on the 
Sabbath — that would be a kind of harvest work. Nor 
might shoes with nails be worn — as nails were a 
burden, and carrying a burden was forbidden. Neither 
was it lawful for a tailor to have his needle with him 
near sunset on Friday evening — ^for the Jewish Sabbath 
began at sunset on Friday, and it might begin while 
he was carrying his needle. Our Lord wished to free 
the Sabbath from the oppressions the Pharisees had 
laid upon it See how He shewed them (xii. 3, 7) 
that the law of the Sabbath — the strict letter of it — 
•"•>s to give way to the higher law of doing good and 
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saving men's lives. He did not abolish the Sabbath ; 
but He restored it and spiritualized it 

Again they watched Him and asked Him whether it 
was lawful to heal on the Sabbath day, "that they might 
accuse Him" (xii. 10). And Jesus answered them by 
healing the man with the withered hand (w. 12, 13) ; 
but for this they hated Him the more and plotted 
against His life (ver. 14). They could not deny His 
miracles ; but when He restored speech to the dumb 
man possessed with a devil, casting out the evil spirit, 
these wicked men blasphemously accused the Holy 
One of casting out devils by the prince of the devils. 
Let us mark well this hatred of the Pharisees, and 
try to understand it 

The religion of the Pharisees was a religion of the 
outside — a religion of washings and fastings, of long 
prayers and almsgiving ; and they did these things to 
be seen of men, and to get the praise of men : and so 
our Lord called them hypocrites, and likened them to 
"whited sepulchres," fair indeed outside, but "within full 
of dead men's bones and all uncleanness." And because 
He stripped them of their outward and pretended 
piety, they hated Him and set spies to follow Him. 
They said He had a devil and was mad, and invented 
the foolish and impious slander that the Redeemer used 
the power of Satan to destroy the kingdom of Satan. 

But again the scene changes, and we turn from 
the angry questionings and muttered hatred of the 
Pharisees, to listen to that Divine Voice whose teach- 
ing is now of the mysteries or secrets of the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; concealing them in parables, hiding them 
in dark sayings, from the cold, the careless, the 
unbelieving, and the worldly (" that seeing they might 
iiot see, and hearing they might not understand") ; but 
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lifting the veil— making them plainer— to all who in 
faith and humility were seeking to understand them. 

A perfect picture is befot^ us in the opening verses 
of the thirteenth chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel 
Jesus is sitting in a boat, moored a little way from the 
shore on the Sea <rf Galilee. Qose to the water's 
brink, stand a great crowd of people, listening to our 
Lord as He taught them in parables. 

What is a parable ? "A parable is a story with an 
inner or spiritual meaning." A parable is like a casket 
or little case containing a precious jewel— the story is 
the casket, the inner meaning is the jewel. In every 
parable, therefore, we must seek for the inner mean- 
ing. St Matthew, more than the other Gospel-writers, 
is the evangelist of the Kingdom of Heaven, Le. of the 
Church, and here, in the thirteenth chapter of His 
Gospel, He gives us a group of seven pictures of it 

In the first parable (xiii. 3-8} we have the sowing 
of the Gospel seed in the hearts of men. 

" The wayside^^ — the hs^rd beaten path. By ^^ stony 
places ^ (St. Luke calls it tt rock) we are to understand 
not so much a bare rock as a rock with a little soil 
upon it, that would soon dry up in a hot sun. 

^^ Among thorns*' (ver. 7), that is, amongst brambles 
and briars, which would choke the shooting grains of 
com. 

^^An hundred-fold'* (ver. 8), that is, each seed would 
yield one hundred (see Gen. xxvi. 12). 

The four different kinds of ground upon which the 
seed fell represent four different classes of hearers of 
God's Word — (i) the ignorant, (2) the shallow, (3) the 
worldly, and (4) those who earnestly desire to under- 
stand and profit by it. 

''Vhy did our Lord now teach in psurables? We 
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have the answer in verses 11-13 ^ this thirteenth 
chapter. Up to this time He had used no parable, 
and the change was owing to the unbelief and hard- 
ness of heart of His hearers. 

" Tares " (w. 24-30) are not easy to know from true 
wheat when in the blade (see Note 4). In this parable 
we see the outward establishment of the Kingdom. 

The parable of the mustard seed (w. 31,3?) shews the 
outward growth of the Church from small beginnings. 

The leaven (ver. 33) refers to its inward growth, — its 
growth in grace. 

"/« the Kingdom of their Father^' (ver. 43). Here 
our Lord means His Church, not militant but trium- 
phant, ^s it will be after the Second Advent 

The hidden treasure (ver. 44), the pearls (ver. 45), 
and the draw-net (vv. 47-50), are parables found in St. 
Matthew's Gospel only, and were spoken, not to the 
multitude, but to the disciples. 

The hidden treasure, and the pearl of great price, 
shew the exceeding preciousness, the priceless value 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. The treasure and 
the pearl may be taken to mean Christ Himself. The 
net, is again the Church gathering in her pale all the 
baptized — good and bad. 

" Every scribe (ver. 5 2). As the Scribes were the best 
instructors of the Jews, so the title is used for a teacher 
of the doctrine of the new heavenly kingdom. 
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I. Palestine (or Palaestina, Exod. xv. 14; Isa. xiv. 29), 
the name by which the ancient Land of Israel or ancient 
Canaan is known in modern times, lies along the eastern 
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shore of the Mediterranean Sea in South-western Asia, just 
where that continent joins Africa. Its length is about 145 
miles, and the average breadth, from the sea to the Jordan, 45 
miles ; and so reckoned, its area or extent, is less than the 
principality of Wales, or rather larger than the six northern 
counties of England : yet in this little country the greatest 
events in the world's history have happened. It surface con- 
sists (i) of a central table-land ; (2) the valley of the Jordan; 
and (3) the Plains of Sharon by the sea, Esdraelon and 
Jericho. For the political and provincial divisions see Notes 
I, 5 and 6, Lesson II. pp. 12 and 13. 

2. Pharisees, A Jewish school, or party of influence, in 
New Testament times. Their original principles were un- 
doubtedly good and patriotic. They took their stand upon 
the Law, resisted all foreign influences that were dangerous 
to the sacred religion of their fathers, and observed with 
scrupulous exactness the outward ordinances of the Law. 
In the time of our Lord, they were not a pious and self- 
sacrificing party, with merely a few hjrpocrites amongst 
them (as a recent learned writer has represented), but, on 
the contrary, they had degenerated into a society of formalists 
and hypocrites (with a few good and earnest men amongst 
them), as they were broadly and emphatically called by our 
Lord Himself. They served God by external observances, 
and altogether overlooked the state of the heart, and that 
God must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. They 
raised tradition to the level of the Word of God, which they 
made of none effect. 

3. yeivs (or Judoeans), properly the people of Judaea only; 
but after the captivity in Babylon, the ten tribes having been 
taken away, the name was given to all the Israelitish in- 
habitants of Palestine. 

4. Tares, A plant, known to us as darnel. In the blade 
it is very like wheat, but it is not, as has been said, a wild or 
degenerate wheat 



LESSON VII. 

HEROD ANTIPAS AND HERODIAS — HEROD*S BANQUET — 
DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST — THE FEEDING OF THE 
FIVE THOUSAND— JESUS ALONE — THE STORM ON THE 
LAKE— JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER — PETER*S TRIAL 
OF FAITH. 

TTEROD ANTIPAS (or "Herod the Tetrarch," 
^ ^ as he is called in the Gospels, Matt. xiv. i ; 
Luke iii. i, 19), who ruled over Galilee in the time of 
our Lord (see Note i, Lesson IL), was a son of Herod 
(called " the Great ") who slaughtered the little chil- 
dren of Bethlehem. Though not so cruel a tyrant as 
his father, we know him to have been a wicked man, 
and the murderer of John the Baptist. His queen, 
Herodias, a granddaughter of Herod the Great, first 
married her uncle Philip (not the Tetrarch), but left 
him for Herod Antipas, although her own husband and 
Herod's wife were both living ; besides, she was Herod's 
niece, so in every way it was unlawful for him to 
marry her. John the Baptist deeply offended Herod 
by rebuking him for his sin in this matter, so he 
imprisoned John in the fortress of Machaerus, on the 
east coast of the Dead Sea. But Herodias only 
waited her time to take more deadly vengeance, as we 
shall see. 
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It is Herod's birthday, and he celebrates it by a 
royal banquet (see Note i). That night there is high 
revelry at the palace. All the great people of Galilee 
are there, and, as the king (see Note 2) and his guests 
recline at the festive board, Salome, the daughter of 
Herodias, dances before them and so pleases Herod, 
that he pledges his royal word to give her whatever 
she shall ask, "even to the half of his kingdom." 
Naturally, Salome consults her mother, and then 
hastening back to Herod she but repeats the words 
just taught her by Herodias, as she makes known her 
hideous request — 

" Give me here John BaptisVs head in a charger ^^ 
(see Note 3). 

The sounds of merriment are hushed, and the king's 
countenance falls. Herod is sorry ; " nevertheless for 
his oath's sake," and lest his guests should despise him, 
he will fulfil his rash promise; and in a little while 
John Baptist's head is brought, all reeking with 
blood, to gratify the vengeance of Herodias (xiv. 
9-1 1); while his disciples reverently bury the body of 
their master, which has been flung outside the walls 
of the prison. By and by Herod hears of the mighty 
miracles of Jesus, and his guilty conscience makes 
him think that "John the Baptist is risen from the 
dead" (xiv. 2). 

A person in great trouble generally seeks solitude — 
he likes to be alone. He wishes to hide his grief from 
those who care nothing about it, and to get strength to 
bear it by calling upon God. Jesus in His human 
nature — as " very Man " — felt joy and sorrow much as 
other men felt them, and when the disciples of John 
told Him what had happened, it was grief, most likely, 
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that caused Him to go "into a desert place apart" 
(xiv. 13, see Note 4); but He could not be hid. No 
sooner did the people, who followed in crowds upon 
His footsteps, hear that the great Teacher had crossed 
over to the other side of the lake, than they went after 
Him by land, goin^ round its northern shore, and 
meeting Him in a lonely place near Bethsaida Julias. 
Here, in the dominions of Philip the Tetrarch of 
Ituraea, and within sight of the hills of Bashan, our 
Lord taught the multitude until the evening. Then, 
instead of sending them away fasting to their distant 
homes. He fed five thousand men (besides probably 
as many women and children) with five barley loaves 
and two fishes, until they had all well eaten ; and the 
twelve disciples filled their baskets with the fragments 
gathered from the ground (see Note 5). 

But Jesus has not yet been alone. Where can He 
find the calm, the rest, and the solitude He needs? 
The people have gone, but the disciples are still with 
Him. Therefore He bids them return in the boat to the 
other side of the lake, while He ascends into the hill 
country to be alone with God ; and here, in the deep 
hush of the night — the stars shining silently overhead, 
the lake still and unruffled below — the Holy One pours 
out His soul to God. . . . 

Hours have passed— it is now early morning; but 
how changed is all around. The stars are shining no 
longer, the heavens have gathered blackness, the wind 
sweeps past in angry gusts, and there is a storm upon 
the lake ; its waters, just now sleeping so quietly, are 
a sheet of foam ; the ripple of Jordan rushing down 
to mingle with them, is drowned by the hoarse mur- 
mur of the waves (see Note 6). Then Jesus remembers 
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His disciples (not that He has ever forgotten them, 
but He knows thai the time has now come to help them), 
so He leaves the solitary place and hastens down to the 
sea, where, with the wind in His face (for it comes from 
llie opposite shore) and the waves breaking furiously at 
His feet, the Lord sees the boat with His disciples in 
tlie midst of the lake— He sees His disciples, and He 
goes to help them. 

They are nearly worn out with rowing, with trying 

to make way against the contrary wind, and battling 

with the tempest They have been toiling well nigh all 

night, and it is now between three and six o'clock in 

Ihc morning (see Note 7), yet they have only come 

some twenty-five or thirty furlongs— between three and 

four miles. Now just at this time they see the figure 

of a man standing erect upon the water, and coming 

lowards them through the gloom! They have been 

out in many a storm, and fear neither wind nor waves; 

but this is a new terror. No man could walk upon the 

sea however smooth, and how much less could he do it 

inaragingslorm! "It is," they say, "a spirit," and cry 

out in great dread; but a well-known voice answers 

them " It is '■ '^ i"** afraid;" and then they know it is 

ihc Lord ! 

Peter is no longer afraid, He would even walk 

1 upon the water. " Lord, if it be 'Ihou," 

id me come unto Thee on the water." 

rs, " Come 1" and in another minute Peter 

10 meet his Lord. His faith in the Lord 

:o step forth upon the sea, and even to 

;o walk upon it ; but the wind and waves 

h for him. He foigets kis Lord and thinks 

1/ so he begins to sink, and his next cry is. 
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" Lord, save me." And Jesus stretches forth His hand, 
saying, " O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt?" Thus kindly did his Lord give him a lesson 
in humility. Faith he had, but he was taught its 
weakness ; and courage he had, but it was apt to fail 
him when the moment of excitement was over. 

In the 15th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel we find 
the Scribes and Pharisees again questioning our Lord, 
and in fact taking Him to task. " Why," they said, 
"do Thy disciples transgi-ess the tradition of the 
elders?" (xv. 2) ; and Jesus answered their question by 
asking another, "Why do ye transgress the word of 
God by your tradition ?" and then (vv. 4, 5) our Lord 
gave them an example of how they had done this. 
" For God commanded, saying. Honour thy father and 
mother" (and honour implies here not only respect 
and obedience, but succour and support), " but ye say, 
Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother. It is 
a gift, and honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free." Now, what did the Scribes and Phari- 
sees mean by this? They meant that a son might 
avoid giving of his means — his money or property — to 
a parent in want by saying, " It is a gift to God;" " I 
have set it apart for holy purposes." And yet, after all 
(the Pharisees taught), he need not really give it; 
it was enough to go through the pretence of doing so. 
Well might our Lord exclaim, "Ye hypocrites! ... in 
vain do ye worship Me" (see vv. 6-9) ; and the whole 
passage is most important, for in it we have our Lord's 
teaching on tradition. 

What do we understand by tradition ? 

A tradition is a doctrine, or a saying, or a story, not 
put into writing, but handed down by word of mouth. 
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In the early Qiurch, Christian doctrine was taught 
orally, that is, by word of mouth, and so St Paul 
speaks of "traditions" which are to be held fast 
(2 Thess. ii. 15, iii. 6). But after a time, as traditions 
are passed from mouth to mouth, they are apt to get 
altered and corrupted. Our Lord puts the Word of 
God first and far above human traditions, which, 
unless carefully watched, naay pass into new doctrines 
and practices, and substitute human interpretations of 
God's Word for the Word itself. The teaching of the 
English Qiurch on this matter (see Art VI.) is in full 
agreement with the teaching of Christ HimselL 
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1. A banquet. Some have supposed that this banquet 
was given at the castle of Machaerus, on the east coast of the 
Dead Sea, in which John the Baptist was imprisoned. 
Herod's capital was Tiberias in Galilee, upon the western 
shore of the Lake of Gennesaret. 

2. ** ThekingJ*^ Herod Antipas was only called "king" 
by courtesy; his proper title was Tetrarch, 

3. **/« a charger,** A charger is an old English word for 
a large dish. 

4. "^ desert place" (Matt xiv. 13). The desert place to 
which Christ departed was, we learn from St. Luke (ix. 10), 
near Bethsaida; not, however, Bethsaida in Galilee, but 
Bethsaida Julias, in the Tetrarchy of Philip, who had beau- 
tified the place and called it Julias, in honour of the daughter 
of Augustus Caesar, Emperor of Rome. 
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5. " r^ twelve disciples fill their baskets. " The basket here 
alluded to (Matt. xiv. 20) is the cophinusj or wicker provi- 
sion basket, commonly carried by the Jews, to avoid pollution 
with Gentile food. 

6. The river Jordan flows into the Lake of Gennesaret 
at its northern extremity, a thick and turbid stream, but 
leaves it again, bright and clear, at its southernmost point 

7. ^^ Between three and six d clock in the morning;*^ or " in 
the fourth wa^tch of the night" (Matt. xiv. 25). The four 
watches were of three hours each, extending from six in the 
evening to six in the morning. Hence, "in the fourth watch" 
would be some time between three and six o'clock in the 
morning. 
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WE now come to an important point of time in 
our Lord's ministry. His ministry in Galilee is 
well-nigh over ; and we find Him taking long journeys 
with His disciples to the far north of Palestine. We 
can trace Hisfootsteps, probably, some fifty miles from 
Capernaum, into Phcenicia, we believe, and even as 
far as Sidon, that famous sea-port of the ancient world. 
It was in this journey that our Lord healed the daughter 
of the Gentile " woman of Canaan" (xv. 22 ; see Note 
1), Her earnest supplication — the silence of the Lord 
— the woman's perseverance — and the reward of her 
all related by St Matthew in the 15th 
if his Gospel (see w. 22-28 and Note 2), 
our Lord stayed in these Gentile parts we 
lid ; but we may believe it was ojily a brief 
le was sent to the lost sheep of the house of 
id thfin He will seek, however hard their 
wever blind they are and dull of hearing, 
ir Lord came back through tlie half Gentile 
to the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
in great multitudes came to Him, bringing 
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their sick and blind and lame and dumb, to cast them 
down at the feet of Jesus ; and He healed them (xv. 
30), — so that the people glorified the God of Israel. 
Once more our Lord fed them, multiplying the seven 
loaves and the few little fishes, until four thousand 
men, besides women and children, had eaten and were 
satisfied ; and the disciples filled seven large baskets 
(see Note 3) with the fragments strewn upon the 
ground. Then Jesus crossed over to Magdala, on the 
western side of the lake. 

No sooner was our Lord again in Galilee, than the 
Pharisees, with the Sadducees (see Note 4), tempted 
Him, The Pharisees and Sadducees hated each other, 
but they joined together against the GreatTeacherof the 
people ; and they desired a sign from heaven (or in the 
heavens) to shew that He was the Messiah. What were 
the mighty miracles of Jesus, the fame of which filled 
the land, but signs ? and yet these men would not be 
convinced by them ; they must have a sign of their own 
choosing. They read the prophets, but failed to see 
that the words of the prophets were fulfilled in Jesus ; 
they discerned the face of the sky, but had no eyes 
for the signs of the times, and our Lord called them 
2tn "adulterous generation." How adulterous? The 
Israelites of old were married to God by a solemn 
covenant, as Christians are now by baptism ; and just 
as a woman who leaves her husband and lives with 
another nvan, is an adulteress, so the departure of the 
Jews from God, and their refusing the Lord Himself, 
when He came to them, was faithlessness to the 
Covenant — a spiritual adultery. 

So our Lord " left them and departed " (xvi. 4). He 
crossed the lake again to the eastern side and journeyec^ 
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up the valley of the Jordan to Caesarea Philippi (see 
Note 5), just under Mount Hermon, and about thirty- 
miles from the Sea of Galilee. Here He could be 
alone with His disciples, and prepare them for the 
great event now close at hand ; and St Matthew, in 
the 1 6th chapter of his Gospel, has recorded some 
of the things that Jesus said to His disciples as he 
journeyed thither. In answer to their Lord's question 
"Whom say ye that I am?" (ver. 15), Simon Peter, 
ever ready, as we have seen, in speech and action, 
answered boldly, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God;" and Jesus blessed him as Simon Bar-jona, 
and said (ver. 18): "Thou art Peter" (a rock or stone, 
see Note 6), "and upon this rock I will build my 
Church." It is as if He had said, " Though thou art 
only Simon, son of Jonas, by natural birth, thy faith 
hath made thee a Peter — a rock — one of the foundation- 
stones of My Church." This seems to be what our 
Lord wished to express ; but the other Apostles were 
equally with Peter foundation-stones in that spiritual 
building of which Christ Himself is the "precious 
corner-stone," "the sure foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16; 
Eph. ii. 20-22). 

The Lord also said to Peter, "And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." 

By " the kingdom of heaven " we must bear in mind 
Christ always meant His Church on earth ; but what 
are we to understand by the keys } A key is a sign 
of stewardship, and Peter, with the other Apostles, 
and all true ministers of Christ, are " stewards of the 
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mysteries of God" (i Cor. iv. i). Keys are tokens 
of authority in opening and shutting. Peter opened 
the doors of the Church to thousands on the Day of 
Pentecost, and he shut them against Simon 'the 
Sorcerer (Acts viii.). The "binding and loosing" 
seem to mean "every exercise of Church authority."' 
Amongst the Jews to bind and to loose meant to forbid 
and to allow ; the words imply authority, government, 
discipline. In Matthew xviii. 18 the same power of 
discipline is given to the Church collectively. 

But Jesus had other things to say to His disciples. 
He had already hinted at the. cross and the grave 
(Matt X. 38, xii. 40); but now He would s^tdik plainly 
of all that was soon to happen to Him ; how " He must 
go to Jerusalem and be killed, and be raised the third 
day " (xvi. 21). Peter again was foremost in answering 
his Lord. While the others listened in mournful and 
astonished silence, he rebuked his Divine Master — 
taking Him apart, or-putting his hand upon Him in his 
eagerness, and saying, "Be it far from Thee, Lord : this 
shall not be unto Thee." But mark how different was 
the answer this time. It was " Blessed art thou, Simon. 
... I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven f it is now " Get thee behind Me, Satan ; thou 
art an offence unto Me" (literally, a snare or a stumb- 
ling-stone). Satan had used Peter to tempt the Lord 
once more, to take the crown witliout the cross — the 
glory without the humiliation. 

With footsteps sad and slow the disciples now fol- 
lowed Him Whom they had recognised as the Messiah. 
They had dreamt only of a kingdom of glory in this 
world, of which Jesus would be the visible king, and 

' Goulburn's Holy Catholic Church, p. Z45. 
lf.T^L D 
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in which they would be great. Appearances had in- 
deed for some time been against such an expectation; 
but they clung to the hope firmly, passionately ; and 
then ihey loved their Master, And is He not the Christ 
^the Anointed of God? Is He not to redeem Israel? 
Shall He after all be put to death ?— and ja^A a death? 
Had they not left all to follow Him ? and was this their 
reward ! Must they also take up the cross of suffering 
and humiliation ? Yes, their Master had said it : " If 
any man will come afler me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me !" But yet before all 
these things come to pass they shall have a glimpse of 
His glory ; a foretaste of that glory which is to come 
after the suffering. 

Six days have passed, and "Jesus taketh Peter and 

the brothers James and John, and bringeth them into 

a high mountain apart, and was transfigured before 

them" (xvii, i, 2). Our Lord had said, " There be some 

standing here which shall not taste of death till they 

see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom " (xvi. z8), 

and now an earnest of this promise was given. Although 

the glory in the mount was only intended to be a 

glimpse of what should be hereafter, yet it would 

strengthen the faith of the disciples, and nerve them to 

meet the terrible days now very near at hand. Let us 

then follow Jesus and His three disciples up this high 

mountain (see Note 7), standing, as it were afar off, 

:ing, not curiously and presumptuously, but 

ly and with humility, at this great sight 

night (see Note 8), and the mountain is 

d in deepest gloom, when, lo ! a wonderfiU 

irsts out upon it The three disciples, waking 

the sleep which, in their weariness, had over- 
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come them, gaze at the dazzling splendour ; and what 
do they see? They see their Divine Master, but 
who shall describe the change that has come over 
Him ? His whole Sacred Person is lighted up with a 
marvellous radiance, His countenance bright as the 
sun. His raiment white as the light — the awful majesty 
and glory of His eternal Godhead shining through the 
fleshly tabernacle in which it had been veiled from 
human eyes. The three disciples behold His glory, 
the glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father ; and they 
see Moses and Elijah talking with Him. The impetuous 
Peter, no longer able to keep silence, would "make 
three tabernacles" — wishing to detain and enshrine the 
glory of that vision — ^but while he is yet speaking a 
luminous cloud overshadows them, and a Voice from 
heaven testifies again to the Sonship of their Lord. . . . 

The vision of glory is over — the Voice speaking from 
the midst of the cloud is no longer heard — and Jesus, 
again laying aside His glory, returns once more to 
His disciples. They lie cowering on the ground, for 
they are sore afraid ; but Jesus touches them, saying, 
" Be not afraid ;" and looking up they see Jesus alone. 
Moses and Elijah — the Law and the Prophets and the 
Old Covenant of works — ^have passed away, and Jesus, 
the High-Priest of the New Covenant, only remains. 

Then the Lord with the Three rejoined His other 
disciples, healed the lunatic child, whom their wavering 
faith had failed to heal, and, having returned to 
Galilee, again spoke to the Twelve of His betrayal, 
death, and resurrection; while they listened in dis- 
mayed grief, still not understanding how these things 
could be, nor what the prophets had spoken about 
them. At Capernaum Jesus paid the annual tribute — 
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tax, or church-rate, as we should call it— to maintain 
the Temple-worship at Jerusalem ; Peter having taken 
it miraculously out of the fish's mouth. The Son of 
God was indeed free ; but not to put a stumbling-block 
in another's way He was content to pay it (see Note 9). 

In the 1 8th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel our 
Lord's teaching in Galilee is brought to a close. That 
Divine Wisdom which first startled the men of Galilee 
as they listened spell-bound to the Preacher on the 
mount, — those heavenly principles which had sounded 
through the land, been taught upon the Lake of Gen- 
nesaret, and echoed in the cities along its shores, would 
now be heard no more in our Lord's own country. 

In these, His last discourses in Galilee, Jesus pressed 
on His disciples the great lessons of brotherly love and 
forgiveness, and with the young child placed in the 
midst, He taught them the J)lessedness of simplicity 
and humility, and the sacredness of the little ones. 

Not only seven times, but seventy times seven, was 
the erring and repentant brother to be forgiven (see 
Note 10) ; and in the parable of the unmerciful servant, 
the sin of those who have received mercy and yet who 
shew no mercy was set forth (see Note 11); and 
the principle enforced, " Be ye kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven yow^' (Eph. iv. 32) ; and that 
forgiveness, to be accepted of God, must be not merely 
in word and in tongue, but in deed and in truth (i John 
iii. 18). 
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NOTES— LESSON VIII. 

1. "4 woman of Canaan*^ (Matt. xv. 22); a native of 
Phoenicia — a narrow strip of country between the Medi- 
terranean Sea, Galilee, and Syria. The Phoenicians were 
reckoned among the ancient nations of Canaan. 

2. " Truth, Lord, yet'' (Matt. xviL 27). These words 
might be rendered "Even so, Lord," or, ^^yea. Lord, /or." 
The word yet, in our translation, gives a wrong sense to the 
woman's answer; for she does not mean to dhpute Christ's 
words, but to accept them as a plea for urging her request 

3. ** Seven large baskets." In the miracle of feeding the 
five thousand (Matt xiv.) the basket used for the gathered frag- 
ments was the cophinus (see Note 5, Lesson VII.) ; but in the 
miracle recorded in Matt xv. the Greek text informs us that 
it was the spurts, a very large basket, as will be evident from 
Acts X. 25. The two kinds of basket are again distinguished 
in Matt xvi. 9, 10. 

4. Saddticees; a Jewish sect directly opposed in their teach- 
ing to the Pharisees. They rejected traditions and practically 
denied Scripture while professing to uphold it ; they did not 
believe in angels or spirits, nor in the doctrine of the re- 
surrection and a future state. 

The Sadducees joined the Pharisees in their opposition to 
our Lord, although they were violently opposed to' each other 
in other respects. 

5. Casarea Philippi, This place must be distinguished 
from Caesarea on the sea, the Roman capital of Jadxa in New 
Testament times. It was in the dominions of Philip, Tetrarch 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and situated at the foot of Mount 
Hermon, about 30 miles to the north of the Sea of Galilee. 

6. ** Thou art Peter" (Matt xvi. 18). This name was given 
to Simon, son of Jona, by Christ Himself (St. John i. 42). 

Other words or expressions requiring explanation : — 
** My Church" (ver. 18). The Greek word here trans- 
lated Church means "called out," and refers to the society 
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ofbdiererSiiriMiBic " odled ont " of tbe worid and fain the 
bodj of baptized Christians. 

" 7*/ gata t^ HtU" {-m. i8). The word used here is 
HaJa (se« Note 3, Lesson V.), and the meaning is that no 
powei of death shall destroy the Chnrch of Christ 

7. A high nuKiuiiBt. This accoidii^ to tradition was 
Mount Tabor, whidi howerer at this lime had a ibrtress 
built upon it. The Mount of Transfiguration is now, with 
very good reason, believed to haie been a peak of Mount 
Heimon. 

8. "It ii HigU." That the Transfignration took place at 
night we may condode &om Lnke ii. 32, 37, where we read 
that the Apostles were heavy with sleep, and that when 
Jesus, with the three, descended the mountain it was the 
next day. 

9. Miraculous fx^mait ef tie IhnpU-triiuit. A half 
shekel (or the service of the Temple was to be paid once a year 
by every male of twenty yeais and upwaids (Eiod. xzz. 13). 
The "fiiKt of meney " (Matt, ivii 27) was a siaier of the 
same value as the shekel, viz. aboDt 2s. 6d. of ooi money — 
enough, therefore, to pay for both St. Peler and his Master. 

la " fK/t/awn/y rimer Kwwi" (Matt, iviii. ai). Thisei- 

pressLon means that there should be no limil to for^veness. 

II. Parable of the Unmerciful Servant : — 

(a)' " Tm thDusand taienSs" (supposing lalents of gold, 

value ;f 547S each, to be intended) vrould come to more than 

fifty-fbuf millions of our money; or if talents of silver (value 

illions and a half sterling. Our 

ention a sum, ordinarily, beyond 

icson to pay. Supposing by the 

vinces are referred to, the teach- 

, stun equal to £'i, 21, M. of our 

laiaritu) being worth about 7jd. 
il w^es for a day's work in our 



LESSON IX. 

THE DEPARTURE FROM GALILEE — LITTLE CHILDREN AND 
THE RICH YOUNG MAN — PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS 
IN THE VINEYARD — FROM JERICHO TO JERUSALEM. 

THE 19th chapter of St Matthew's Gospel opens 
upon a different scene. Jesus is no longer in 
Galilee. The proud cities on the lake had heard His 
words and seen His miracles, but repented not, and 
now the Light of the World is withdrawn from them. 

St Matthew says that when Jesus had finished the 
sayings recorded in his i8th chapter, that He left 
Galilee and " came into the coasts of Judaea beyond 
Jordan" — Peraea on the eastern side of Jordan; but we 
know, from the other Gospels, that our Lord's departure 
from Galilee was not immediately followed by His re- 
tirement into these parts. . 

The Gospels do not profess to give us a full and at 
all times connected account of our Lord's sojourn on 
earth ; they are rather records of what is most important 
for us to know about it And now in this region beyond 
Jordan, great multitudes still followed Jesus, and 
the Pharisees again tempted Him with questions (see 
Note i) ; not that they really desired information, not 
that they had any wish to be taught by Him^ but 
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they hoped He would express some opinion contrary to 
the Law of Moses, and so enable them to make out 
a case against Him. Little did they think how their 
malignity would be overruled for the good of the 
Church and the world. Our Lord, in answer to them, 
asserted the divine origin of marriage, and its per- 
petual sacredness ; He blessed little children, and His 
words may be appealed to as sanctioning the Church's 
rule of Infant Baptism. 

In the story of the rich young man we see how our 
Lord tried to bring home to him the spirituality of the 
Law, of which he was entirely ignorant, and to con- 
vince him of sin : " for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin" (Rom. iii. 20). Our Lord set the old covenant 
before him : "If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments;" "Ye shall therefore keep My statutes 
and My judgments ; which, if a man do, he shall live in 
them : I am the Lord " (Lev. xviii. 5 ; Rom. x. 5 ; Gal. 
iii. 1 2). Here was the law of perfect obedience, which, if 
it could be rendered, would save the doer of it Jesus 
would make the Law a schoolmaster to this young 
man, to bring him to Himself (GaL iii. 24). 

The disciples were astonished when they heard 
" that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
of heaven" (xix. 23, 24 ; see Note 2). It is not, how- 
ever, riches, but trusting in riches (Mark x. 24) — the 
spirit they too often beget — that keeps men out of the 
"kingdom of heaven f whether we take this expression 
in its ordinary meaning of Christ's heavenly kingdom 
set up here on earth, or as signifying the perfected 
"kingdom" hereafter. 

To understand the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard (xx. 1-16), it is necessary to refer to the last 
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few verses of the preceding chapter, for in these we 
have a key to its meaning. 

Peter had asked "What shall we have therefore 
who have forsaken all and followed Thee ?" (xix. 27), 
and the Lord assured him of a glorious recompence ; 
but the feeling in the Apostle^s mind, that caused him 
to ask the question, needed correction. It savoured 
too much of a bargaining spirit ; viewing the recom- 
pence not so much as God's free gift, but as a payment 
for service rendered. Peter must fully understand that 
after all the reward is of grace and not a debt ; that at 
best we are but unprofitable servants, and that God 
may do what He likes with His own. If God in His 
sovereignty chooses to make those who have wrought 
but one hour in His vineyard (see Note 3) equal to 
those who have borne the burden and heat of the day, 
these last have no right to murmur churlishly as if 
they had been defrauded of their just wages. Salva- 
tion is in no case a reward, but the free gift of God. 

And now, for the third time, our Lord foretold His 
death and passion to His disciples, doubtless that by 
keeping them in view, they might be the better pre- 
pared for the terrible scenes now close at hand ; but 
with a more than human courage Jesus pressed on 
towards Jerusalem, although the dark shadow of the 
Cross was upon His path, and He knew full well to 
what the journey would lead Him. Yes, He pressed 
on, although He knew beforehand all the agonies of His 
death and passion — all the mysterious depths of that 
sorrow so soon to take possession of His soul — all the 
bitterness of that cup of which He alone could drink. 

Little did His disciples understand it, for the sons of 
Zebedee boldly asked the Lord that they might sit, one 
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on His right hand and the other on His left in His 
kingdom ; and blindly declared that they were able to 
drink of His cup, and be baptized with His baptism. 

At Jericho our Lord gave sight to the blind, and 
then, leaving that city, He began His toilsome ascent 
up the steep and rugged road that led to Jerusalem. 



NOTES— LESSON IX. 

1. ** Tempting Him " (Matt xix. 3). Tempting is here 
used in the sense of trying, or bringing to the proof. 

2. Story of the rich Young Man : — 

(a) ** IVhy ccUlest thou Me good V^ (xix. 17). Jesus did not 
mean to call His own goodness in question by these words. 
The young man did not know Him as God, but only as a 
godly man, and the Lord did not make His Godhead known 
to him, or He might have said, "There is none good but 
One, that is God; yet thou hast spoken well, for I am God." 
Jesus, far from implying that He was not God, would not 
allow Himself to be regarded merely as a good man. 

(b) " // is easier for a camel,*^ etc (ver. 24). A familiar 
expression for an impossibility. 

3. The Parable of the Labourers in the Vine- 
yard : — 

(a) ''His Vineyard'' (xx. i). God's Church. 

(b) '* Third hour'* (ver. 3). 9*o*clock in the morning; 
the Jewish day being reckoned from simrise, of which 6 
o'clock may be taken as the average time. 

(c) " The eleventh hour'' (xx. 6). 5 o'clock in the after- 
noon, when only one hour's work remained to be done. 

(d) *' Thine eye is evU" (xx. 15). "Evil" here means 
envious. 
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(e) ''So the last shall be first'' (ver. i6). The last called 
into God's service; the first called losing God's favour by their 
envy and discontent 

(f) *' For many be called hut few chosen*' ^ei, i6). Many 
men are called to various kinds of work, but only those are 
chosen, who shew themselves fit for it; and so, in spiritual 
things, many are called in Baptism to outward privileges, but 
it is only the tew who attain to the heavenly inheritance. 



LESSON X. 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM — IN THE TEMPLE 
— OUR LORD DENOUNCES THE PHARISEES — THE 
TEMPLE TO BE DESTROYED— JESUS AND HIS DIS- 
CIPLES ON OLIVET. 

ST. MATTHEW puts a grand and striking picture 
or panorama before us in the 21st chapter 
of his Gospel. Let us look at it and study it ; for 
where else can we behold so grand and marvellous a 
scene. We imagine ourselves, as in the picture, on 
the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives — the side 
furthest from Jerusalem, and looking towards Bethany, 
a village about two miles from the city, and what do 
we see? There, walking slowly along the rocky road 
that winds round the southern slopes of the hill, is the 
Lord Jesus, His disciples, and a multitude of people 
who have followed Him from Bethany, where He had 
passed the night. Looking the opposite way, we see 
another multitude of people coming from Jerusalem, 
bearing in their hands branches of the palm-tree (see 
Note i). They had heard that He was coming, and 
they have gone out to meet Him — to welcome Him as 
their King — to do Him homage. The two companies 
met at the village of Bethphage (see Note 2), and here 
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they rest, while Jesus sends two of His disciples into the 
village, to bring the ass which, according to our Lord's 
foreknowledge, would be found "tied" and waiting 
(unknown to its owner) for His use. So far Jesus 
had walked, but not on foot is He to enter His own 
city, the city of David, where the daughter of Zion is 
to welcome Him as her King. Nor does St. Matthew 
fail to put on record that in this way the prophecy of 
Zechariah was fulfilled (Matt. xxi. 4, 5 ; Zcch. ix. 9). 
The ass (see Note 3) is brought and made ready by 
the disciples, and Jesus, seated upon it, rides slowly 
onward, "in meek majesty," up the eastern side of 
Olivet, amidst the shouts and rejoicings of the people : 
" and a very great multitude spread their garments in 
the way ; others cut down branches from the trees 
and strawed them in the way. And the multitudes 
that went before, and that followed, cried, Hosanna to 
the Son of David " (see Note 4) : " Blessed is He that 
Cometh in the Name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the 
highest !" (Matt. xxi. 8, 9; Psa. cxviii. 25, 26). But now 
a loftier part of the road is reached, and the Holy 
City comes into sight — its gardens and palaces, its 
towers, walls, and bulwarks — rising in stately grandeur 
out of the deep valley of the Kedron ; the white stones 
and gilded roof of its magnificent Temple flashing and 
glittering in the sun. Then the people rise to a higher 
pitch of enthusiasm, and their shouts are louder as they 
stand gazing, in earnest admiration, at the city below, and 
the hymn of praise rings clearer as " again they move 
on slowly through the olive-gardens, and across the deep 
torrent bed of the Kedron, and up the rocky slope on 
the further side, and so through one of the city gates 
to the levelled ledge of Mount Moriah, on which the 
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Temple stood." Yes, the King of Glory has come hi ! 
He — the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed of God — is 
in the midst of His people ; but, alas ! they know Him 
not on* this the day of His visitation ! Tens of 
thousands of pilgrims, who have come from all parts 
to the great Festival of the Passover (see Note 5), now 
nigh at hand, crowd to the mystic worship of the 
Temple ; but they know not that One greater than 
the Temple (see Notes 6 and 7), is there. The Lord 
saw the desecration of the sacred courts, though on 
that day He raised no hand against it ; but the next 
morning (Monday, the nth of Nisan) He drove out 
the traffickers who had made His Father's House, 
not only a place of merchandize, but a den of thieves. 
He healed the blind and the lame, while the little 
children in the Temple sang " Hosanna to the Son of 
David." 

The day following (Tuesday, 12th Nisan) the chief 
priests came to Him again with questions, — ^not seek- 
ing the truth however, but occasion against Him, — ^by 
what authority had He cleared the Temple.? And 
Jesus answered them by asking another question — 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven or of men ? 
If from heaven, why had they not believed him ? If 
they said of men, they would lose credit with the people. 
They "cannot tell;" and so the Lord refused to tell 
them by what authority He did these things. Then 
He rebuked the Pharisees in parables before the 
multitude. It was easy to see their meaning, and how 
these spiritual teachers of the people resembled in their 
hypocrisy the son who said " I go, sir," but went not — 
the "wicked husbandmen" being the rebellious priests. 
And they would then have taken Jesus and dragged Him 
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before the SanhMrin, or Council, had it not been 
that they feared the people. All they could do now 
was to get Him into trouble, either with the Romans, 
or with the populace ; and so they prepared their 
question accordingly ; and a deeply laid snare it was. 
" Is it lawful," they asked, "to pay tribute to Caesar" 
(the Roman Emperor) "or not?" If He should say 
"No," they would accuse Him to the Romans; if He 
said " Yes," He would offend the people, and as One 
Who allowed the payment of tribute to heathens, they 
would defend Him no longer. These men had little 
need to ask the question ; for whose image and super- 
scription was stamped upon their money ? Whose but 
Caesar's ; and did not this shew that they were his sub- 
jects ? Let them, then, give back to Caesar what belonged 
to Caesar, and render themselves as tribute unto God. 
But they would not yet give up the attempt to entangle 
Him. Sadducees, Pharisees, lawyers, each and all, 
tried Him with their doubts and difficulties, and were 
discomfited in turn by His Divine Wisdom, so that, 
" from that day forth, no one dare ask Him any more 
questions" (xxii. 46). And then our Lord poured forth 
His terrible accusations and denunciations of all the 
blind guides and false teachers who, under whatever 
name, were leading the people to destruction (see 
Matt, xxiii.) ; but in the midst of all the persecutions 
of His enemies, and with His own sufferings so near 
at hand, our Lord's lament was not for Himself, but for 
the people, who were drawing upon themselves such a 
fearful punishment, and for that beloved city so soon 
to be made desolate (xxiii. 37-39). 

Our Lord's public ministry was now over : from this 
time His teaching will be for the disciples only. " Ye 
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shall not see me henceforth." The people should see 
Him no more as their Teacher — though they would be 
witnesses of His Cross and Passion ; and yet, in His 
last words, there was a greeting even for them. A 
day should come when they (not the men He was 
speaking to but their posterity) would say, " Blessed is 
He that cometh in the Name of the Lord" (Psa. cxviii. 
26), a day in which they should acknowledge, as their 
King and Saviour, Him Whom they now rejected, and 
so all Israel should be saved (Rom. xi. 25, 26). 

Then Jesus left the Temple with His disciples ; but 
as they walked slowly away, the disciples admired the 
magnificence of the building which six and forty years 
of constant labour had not sufficed to finish — the huge 
stones of whitest marble of which it was built — its 
stately courts and chambers ; and they called their 
Lord's attention to the massiveness of the vast structure 
(xxiv. i). But what was His answer? " See ye all these* 
things ? Verily I say unto you. There shall not be left 
one stone upon another that shall not be cast down." 
And then, passing out of the city, and crossing the valley 
of the Kedron, they ascended the slope of Olivet. Here 
our Lord rested with His chosen twelve ; and, gazing 
sadly at the Temple just opposite (as it lay gilded with 
the rays of the setting sun), the disciples gathered closer 
to their Lord and asked Him, "When shall these things" 
{i.e, the calamities on Jerusalem) " be, and what shall 
be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the 
world ?" (xxiv. 3.) Then Jesus spoke of the troubles 
to come upon the Jews of that generation, and of the 
destruction of Jerusalem (xxiv. 15-28) ; and it would be 
interesting, did space permit, to note how all this was 
accomplished — ^how the Romans oppressed the Jews, 
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and the Jews rebelled against the Romans — ^how the 
Roman armies, under Titus (a.d. 70), came up against 
Jerusalem and destroyed it, so that of neither Temple 
nor houses was one stone left upon another. 

And (xxiv. 29-41) our Lord went on to foretell His own 
Second Advent, or coming again in glory. He spoke 
then, of two events, not near together, though they 
seemed so, in His discourse, because they were then . 
both future ; just as two distant mountains, lying in 
the same direction, look close together, or even like a 
single mountain ; but, on a nearer view, we see the 
valley between them. One of these events, the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, is now long past, and we have 
journeyed on far towards the other — the glorious appear- 
ing of our Lord ; and for this He solemnly cautioned 
His Church to "watch" and to be "ready" (w. 42-51). 
In the parable of the ten virgins (xxv. 1-13) this 
duty of watchfulness is vividly enforced. The parable 
of the talents (w. 14-30) is likewise spoken to Chris fs 
servants — to all who have been baptized into Him. 
The one refers to the inward grace, the other, to the 
outward work of Christians ; but in the scene (vv. 31-46) 
we see the judgment, upon moral grounds, of those 
who have not been taken into communion with 
Christ in this life — ^who are not of His body the 
Church. 

And so closed this memorable Tuesday — a day 
spent in public ministry. The false teachers — the 
blind guides — had been silenced and denounced, and 
Jesus retired once more to Bethany with His disciples. 
In the next Lesson we enter upon the great history of 
our Lord's Passion. 

N.T<-X. B 
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NOTES— LESSON X. 

1. ^^ Branches from. the trees"^^ (Matt. xxi. 8). These were 
palm branches (St. John xii. 13), and were used by the Jews 
as signs of victory and rejoicing. 

2. Bethphage (house of figs). A village near Bethany, 
the exact position of which is not known. Some have 
supposed Bethphage to have been a part of the village 
Bethany. 

3. ** Sitting upon an ass*' (ver. 5). This animal was held 
in much estimation in the East, and was used for riding; 
the horse being reserved chiefly for war. Asses that had 
never been ridden or used for work were regarded as 
sacred. 

4. " Hosanna " to the Son of David (ver. 9). " Hosanna" 
maybe rendered ** Save, we pray," or ** Save now, I beseech 
Thee." It was the Hebrew beginning of the twenty-fifth 
verse of the n8th Psalm, one of the proper psalms for sing- 
ing at the Passover Supper. "Hosanna" answered, in some 
degree, to our prayer or acclamation, "God save the Queen," 
and the invocation **/'« the highest*^ expressed the desire 
that God would fiilfil their hopes of a great temporal 
deliverer — the Messiah — ^whom, they rightly believed Jesus to 
be, although mistaken in their expectation that He would 
at that time restore the kingdom to Israel. 

5. The Passovery the Feast of Pentecost, and the Feast 
of Tabernacles, were the three great religious festivals of 
Israel ; and three times, in the course of the year, every male 
Israelite was to go up to Jerusalem and there to hold these 
solemn observances "before the Lord" (Exod. xxxiv. 
23, 24). 

The Passover commemorated the deUveranqe from Egypt, 
and shadowed forth Christ as the life and sustenance of the 
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soul. The lambs were slain at the Temple, after the sun 
began to decline; but the meal (or supper) was partaken of at 
the separate homes. The lamb, roasted whole, was eaten 
with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. Cups of wine 
were passed round, and the whole was accompanied by the 
Hallel, or hymn of praise, Psalms cxiii. -cxviii. 

6. The Temple, of the time of our Lord, had been built by 
the Jews, on their return from their captivity in Babylon 
(Ezra i.-vi.), but Herod the Great enlarged and beautified 
it, though it was indeed still incomplete at the time of our 
Lord's last visit to it. 

7. We know from Josephus that sometimes as many as 
three millions of people came to the Passover Feast 

8. Matt. xxiiL Words or expressions needing explana- 
tion : — 

"/» Mose^ seat'^ (ver. 2). Teachers of the Law of 
Moses. 

** Make broad their phylacteries and enlarge the borders of 
their garments^* (ver. 5). The phylacteries were small 
square boxes, made of parchment or of black calfskin, con- 
taining texts of Scripture (Exod. xiii. 2-10, 11-16; Deut. vL 
4-9, 13-22), written on slips of vellum. Every male Israelite, 
of the age of thirteen and upwards, wore two of these on 
week-day mornings at prayer time — one on the head and 
the other on the left arm. The usual size of these boxes 
was an inch and a half; though, they were made larger in 
some cases, to give greater distinctness to the writing ; but 
hypocrites amongst the Pharisees "made broad their phylac- 
teries " for display. 

TTie ^* bordered,^* ^^fringed,^ or more correctly tassdled 
garment or tunic, originally worn outside, was an oblong 
piece of cloth, with a hole in the centre and a tassel at each . 
of the four comers (Numb. xv. 38-41, and Deut xxiL 12) ; 
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and these tassels were to remind the children of Israel of the 
Divine Commandments to keep them. Great importance 
and sanctity were attached to the garment, and hence the 
anxiety we read of to touch a* fringe or tassel of our Lord's 
outer vestment (Matt ix. 20, xiv. 36. See Dr. Ginsburg's 
Eastern Manners and Customs). 

"JiaMi" (ver. 8). A title of honour signifying master, and 
given to Jewish teachers. 

** Strain at a gnat" (ver. 24) is a mere misprint in the 
Bible of 161 1 for strain out a gnat, which, unfortunately, has 
been repeated ever since ; a proverb taken from the custom 
of straining wine before drinking it 

"ZacAarias, son o/BaracAias" (ver. 35). Supposed to be 
a copyist's error for Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, whose 
death by stoning in the Temple court is recorded 2 Chron. 
xxiv. 20-22. 



LESSON XL 

THE LAST SUPPER — IN GETHSEMANE— BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

— BEFORE THE GOVERNOR. 

AS Jesus sat with His disciples on the Mount of 
Olives after His great prophetic discourse, re- 
corded by St Matthew in the 24th and 25th chapters 
of his Gospel, He told them that after two days He 
would be "betrayed to be crucified." Of what our 
Lord did the next day, Wednesday, and a part of 
Thursday, we have no precise account — ^perhaps He 
spent them quietly at Bethany. Meanwhile His ene- 
mies were not idle. They had failed, as we have seen, 
to get Him into their power; they dared not arrest 
Him openly for fear of the people, nor could they 
denounce Him to the Roman governor, for they had 
nothing of which to accuse him; so now the Chief 
Priests {i,e, the heads of the twenty-four "courses" 
into which the Priests were divided), the Scribes (or 
authorized expounders of the Law), and the Elders (or 
men of age and experience), who formed the Sanhe- 
drin, or Great Council of the nation, met together at 
the palace of Caiaphas the high-priest, to think of 
some plan for seizing our Lord in His private haunts, 
—how " to take Him by subtlety and kill Him." This 
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could hardly be done except by the treachery of some 
one trusted by our Lord, and who knew His move- 
ments ; and the traitor was found amongst the chosen 
Twelve ; Judas Iscariot came to them with his offer of 
betrayal, and for thirty pieces of silver agrees to deli- 
ver his gracious Master into their hands (see Note i). 

It was on Thursday in Holy Week that the disciples, 
according to their Lord's command (xxvi. i8), made 
ready the Passover, that they might eat it with Him 
before He suffered. This Paschal Supper fell this year 
on a Thursday. It commemorated the deliverance of the 
Israelites out of Egypt (see Exod. xii.). . The paschal 
lamb was eaten with thin cakes of unleavened bread, 
and a sauce of sweet fruits ; wine was also partaken 
of; while the 113th, 114th, 115th, and 11 8th Psalms 
were chanted as the Hallel or song of praise. In the 
evening Jesus sat down to the paschal meal with His 
disciples. Then we read (xxvi. 21) how Jesus told 
them that one of them would betray Him — of the 
disciples' sorrow, each one asking Him, "Lord, is it 
I ?" — how the traitor was shewn to be Judas, and how 
our Lord instituted that Holy Supper of His body and 
blood, into the deep meaning of which we must not 
here enter.* 

The last meal that Jesus would eat with His disciples 
before He suffered was finished, the last hymn was sung, 
the last discourse was spoken, and they went out into 
the still night once more, slowly taking their way to the 
Mount of Olives. Jesus told them that they all would 
be offended because of Him that night Peter pro- 
tested he would never be offended, but Jesus assured 
him that before the cock crowed he should thrice deny 

' See Manual II., on the Prayer Book and Catechism. 
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his Lord. Peter answered, " Though I should die with 
Thee, yet will I not deny Thee," and so said all the 
disciples. And when they came to Gethsemane, at the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, Jesus took with Him Peter, 
James, and John only, into the deeper solitude of the 
garden, telling them to tarry while He went a little 
farther to pray. 

It is a lonely place, where hardly a footfall or 
distant sound breaks the solemn stillness, and here, 
in the soft moonlight, or in the dark shade of the 
sombre olive trees, our Lord will surely be allowed 
some brief season of rest and peace before He de- 
livers Himself up into the hand of His enemies. But 
it is not so ; for His soul begins to be " exceeding sor- 
rowful and very heavy " {i.e, crushed down as with a 
heavy burden), " sorrowful even unto death," as He 
falls on His face before God with the bitter cry, " O 
My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me" 
(xxvi. 39). 

Why this woe? Why this agony? Why this spiritual 
conflict? It is because He, the Sinless and Divine 
Son, is bearing the weight of the sins of the world — 
bearing them away. God made Him "to be sin for us 
Who knew no sin, that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God" in Him, and so, for the time, all this 
sin is His. And it is the hour of the powers of dark- 
ness ; the Wicked One, who tempted our Lord in the 
wilderness, who then left Him "for a season," has 
returned in this hour of the Redeemer's sore trial, 
with his fiercest assaults and subtlest whisperings. 
Three times does our Lord cry mightily, and in agony 
of spirit, to His Father; and three times does He 
return to His disciples, whom He has charged to 



71 Si. Maahe^s Gcsfd. 

watch with Him, to find than asleq> and tmoouscioiis 
of His sore struggle, imtn, in sonowfbl leisoof, He 
tells them to sleep on. But iriiile He yet speaks the 
traitor with his band is stealing apon thcoL There is 
the sound of many feet, torches and lanterns gleam 
amongst the olive trees, and, lo! a great multitude, 
with Judas at their head, have come to seize our Lord. 
Then follows the baitor's kiss, Peter's hastf blow, aiul 
then the Holy One, the All-powerful One, Whose word 
could bring legions of angds to His side, submits 
Himself, allows Himself to be bound, and goes calmly 
with the soldiers to the palace of the high-priest, 
while His disciples forsake Him and seek their own 
safety in flight. And here it was, in the court of the 
palace of the high-priest, that Peter, who a little while 
before had drawn his sword against a multitude, quails 
at the accu^ng word of a maid-servant, and thrice 
denies his Lord and Master. 

It was early morning when Jesus was led into the 

haU of Caiaphas, where the Sanhedrin had met at 

the first break of day, not really to try their prisoner, 

but to hurry over 3 condemnation already determined 

upon ; and because He is innocent — because there was 

absolutely no charge against him— they had hired false 

witnesses, but they contradicted eadii other, so that even 

these unjust judges could not accept their testimony. 

But the high-priest ^d other ways of obtaining evi- 

he will get it from the Prisoner Himself, and he 

Him by the living God to say whether He 

le Christ the Son of God." If our Lord said 

-if He claimed the Divinity implied in the 

'the Son of God"— they would need no further 

e. He would have spoken blasphemy, and must, 
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according to their law, be punished with death. And 
while they listened eagerly, and all eyes were turned 
upon the Prisoner standing before them in meek ma- 
jesty, He Who before had said nothing to all the false 
accusations brought against Him, now spoke in answer 
to the high-priest's question, and said, "Thou hast 
said," which means, " Yes, I am" (see Note 2). It is 
enough — yea, more than enough. The high-priest 
rent his outer garment, and exclaimed with horror, 
" He hath spoken blasphemy ! What think ye?" And 
the answer was, "He is guilty of death." Then the 
servants and underlings of the court imitated the spirit 
of their superiors, and our Lord submitted Himself to 
their brutal mockery. But time pressed ; this Friday, 
ju3t beginning, was a great feast day, — so the men of 
the Sanhedrin wished to have their sentence carried 
out, and our Lord put to death before His countrymen 
the Galilaeans and other pilgrims were abroad, who 
might perchance raise a tumult for His rescue. So 
they hurried Him to the Praetorium or judgment-hall 
of Pilate, the Roman governor (see Note 3), who has 
come from Caesarea, the Roman capital of Judaea, to 
quell, by his presence, any disorder that might arise 
amongst the excitable people who had crowded to 
the great national festival at Jerusalem. Meanwhile 
Judas, when he saw that the Lord was condemned, 
hastened to the Temple and cast down before the 
scornful priests the miserable wages of Satan for which 
he had sold his Master, and then went and hanged 
himself ; for his sorrow was not of the godly sort that 
worketh repentance, but the sorrow of this world that 
worketh death. 

It was still early morning when the chief men of the 
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Sanhedrin and the Prisoner stood before the Fneto- 
rium, into which they would not enter lest they should 
be defiled. When Pilate came out to them, they told 
him that Jesus was a perverter of the nation — that He 
forbad to give tribute to Cssar — and He pretended to 
be the Christ and King of the Jews. But the Lord 
made no reply to these accusations. 

Indeed, it was clear to Pilate that these accusations 
were a mere pretence; Was it likely that the leading 
men amongst the Jews would condemn to death one 
of their own countrymen for not being friendly to the 
Romans?-— for being a patriot I No, it was plain 
"that for envy they had delivered Him" (xxvii. i8); 
they were jealous of His favour with the people. So to 
the people Pilate will appeal ; and knowing that it was 
the custom at this feast to release a prisoner to the 
people, he asked them whether he should release the 
notable robber and murderer Barabbas or Jesus? But 
the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude 
that they should beg Barabbas and destroy Jesus ; and 
in reply to Pilate's question what he should do with 
Jesus, their cry was, "Let Him be crucified!" (xxvii. 
20-22). Pilate was still unwilling to. sacrifice his myste- 
rious Prisoner; — his wife also warned him against pass- 
ing any unjust sentence on Him; so once more he 
appealed to the people, asking them what evil Jesus 
had done? but they only answered by still fiercer cries 
-' " '-—-■'■-- Him." Then Pilate yielded. He followed 
if expediency — he would have liked to have 
i, but he would not risk his own interests to 
So when he " saw he could prevail nothing;, 
a tumult was made," he tried to satisfy his 
by washing his hands before the people, 
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meaning by the act that the blame was not his but 
theirs ; and with the fearful imprecation, " His blood 
be on us and on our children," they accepted the awful 
responsibility. Pilate passed sentence on the Holy 
One, and the Roman soldiers scourged Him ; nor was 
this all, for they crowned Him with thorns, and mocked 
Him with pretended homage, until they led Him away 
to crucify Him (xxvii. 27-31). 

The people had indeed led Jesus into Jerusalem on 
the first day of the week with songs and rejoicing, 
because they thought He was the Messiah, and that as 
the Messiah He would forthwith set up a temporal king- 
dom, and make them a great and independent people; 
but when they saw Him despised and condemned, 
and not at all likely to become their king, they turned 
against Him all the more bitterly, because He had 
disappointed their expectations ; and so the Pharisees 
made use of them to hasten Pilate's unwilling consent* 
by their fierce cry of " Crucify Him !" 



NOTES-LESSON XL 

1. *^ Thirty pieces of silver ^^ (xxvi. 15), or thirty silver 
shekels, amounting to between ;f 3 and ;f 4 of our money. 

2. Thou hast said (xxvi. 64) means **Thou hast said the 
truth," and was in fact a solemn way of saying ** I am." 

3. The Pratoriuffty or "common hall " (Matt, xxvii. 27), 
was the military headquarters of the Roman governor. It 
is uncertain whether Pilate, when at Jerusalem, used the 
palace of Herod the Great on Mount Zion or the castle of 
Antonia on the north side of the Temple as his Prsetorium. 



LESSON XIL 

THE CRUCIFIXION — ^THE BURIAL — ^THE RESURRECTION. 

OUR words must be few and reverent in speaking 
of our Lord's sufferings and death upon the cross 
(see Note i). 

The scourging and the mockery over, a centurion's 
guard took Jesus and the two thieves, who were to be 
crucified with Him, and led them away to a place 
called Golgotha (see Note 2), outside the city walls, 
and nearly a mile probably from Pilate's "judgment- 
hall" on the Western Hill. Each prisoner bore the 
cross of wood to which he was to be nailed ; but 
when the soldiers saw that our Lord's strength was 
failing from the cruel and exhausting treatment through 
which He had passed, they compelled Simon of Cyrene, 
a man they chanced to meet, to bear His cross (see Note 
3). Arrived at Golgotha, the soldiers proceeded at once 
with the terrible punishment Our Lord refused the 
drink of stupefying wine, for He would drain the cup of 
suffering to the uttermost And they crucified Him ; 
stripping off His garments and casting lots for them 
(Psa. xxii. 18) — nailing His hands to the cross and His 
feet separately, and over His sacred head they placed 
Pilate's mocking inscription — "This is Jesus the 
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King of the Jews," written in Greek and Latin and 
Hebrew, so that all might understand it. And then more, 
mocking — not only from the idlers and passers-by — 
not only from the thieves who were crucified with Him 
— but from the chief priests and scribes and elders. 
These rulers of the people had not scrupled, from the 
first, to use the most wicked means to crush Him 
(although they knew Him to be innocent), giving 
money to his false disciple and betrayer — paying lying 
witnesses to swear away His life— delivering Him to 
the Gentiles to be put to a death of shame and torture; 
and at last they stood around His cross mockjng and 
blaspheming. But now from the sixth to the ninth 
hour (from 12 to 3 o'clock) a pall of darkness was spread 
over the land, and the mysterious spectacle of the Son 
of God agonizing and dying upon the cross was hidden 
from the eyes of the wicked and profane. One loud 
cry of extremest suffering and distress — " My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " (Psa. xxii. i) ; the 
sponge of vinegar lifted to the parched and dying lips 
—a solitary act of compassion in the long chapter of 
outrage and brutality — ^another piercing cry — and the 
anguish was over — the world was redeemed — the Son of 
God had yielded up His Spirit into the hands of His 
Father. " And" (in the grand but simple language of 
the sacred text) " behold the veil of the Temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom " (see Note 4), " and 
the earth did quake and the rocks rent, and the graves 
were opened ; and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose" (xxvii. 5 1-53). Even the centurion and his 
guard of Roman soldiers were terror-stricken, and ex- 
claimed, " Truly this was the Son of God ! " . . . 
Though crucified with thieves the body of the Holy 
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,Sk.> ■' " '>ol to be cast into the grave of the malefac- 
vs , \\ \\\\t His Spirit passed into Hades, fulfilling the 
.^^>. ^AMit of a human death to the uttermost, angels 
\i...,^,sl liver that body of His humiliation, which was 
„^«i 1,1 Ik- tiuickened into (he resurrection body, by 
't 'II W'lto is the Resurrection and the Life. 

i.^ioiJi of Arimathsea, a metnber of the Sanhedrin, 
:v.| "vvhohad not consented to their counsel and deed," 
,.\ lined i'ilate's permission to take down the body of 
■i^i \ iii\l : and hastily but reverently wrapping it in a 
. -v-in linen cloth (until after the Sabbath rest, when it 
.,>iiUl lio more carefully tended), he laid it in his own 
I'^w lomb " hewn out in a rock," and rolled the great 
iii'iipiloor into its place across the mouth of the vault; 
utiilp Mnry Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
iiiAikrd well the spot, to which they would return on 
»lw lirst day of the week. The Pharisees too set their 
av-il u|}on it and placed their guard, lest the disciples 
*Ii>imUI take away the body, and say that their Lord 
ttad ilscn from the dead. 

TliP Sabbath passed sadly, and by dawn on the first 

■\:\\ 111 the week the two Maries arrived at the sepulchre; 

lull .1 heavenly visitant had been here before them, 

\li ii;i:,:i-'l of the Lord — his countenance like lightning, 

1 1 1-1 raiment white as the drifted snow — had already 

mllcil back the stone— not we believe, to let the Lord 

inil, but to shew that He had already left the now 

omb. And the angel said lo the women, 

.ot ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus Who was 

I. He is not here : for He is risen, as He said. 

:e the place where the Lord lay : and go qu ickly 

fiisdisciplesthatHe is risen from the dead; and, 

Hp goeth before you into Galilee" (xxviii. 5-7). 
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With mingled feelings of joy and fear— joy at the 
good news, fear at the mysteries that accompanied 
them — the women hastened to tell the disciples ; but as 
they went Jesus Himself stood before them. Holding 
their Lord by the feet they worshipped Him in trembling 
awe, while He bade them not to fear, and sent a mes- 
sage to the disciples, " His brethren," to meet Him in 
Galilee. 

Meanwhile the chief priests and elders heard of the 
. wonders of the Resurrection morning — testified to not 
by the followers of Jesus, but by the Gentile soldiers 
they had set to guard the tomb. Would they believe 
in Him now that He had risen from the dead ? No, 
they would rather bribe the soldiers to falsehood and 
deception if only they could crush out all belief in the 
despised Nazarene. 

St. Matthew has only selected one appearance of the 
Lord to His Apostles during the great forty days to 
put on record. In a mountain of Galilee the elevien 
Apostles met their risen Lord according to His own 
appointment Here He told them that all power was 
given to Him in heaven and in earth, and charged 
them to make disciples of all nations, " baptizing them 
into the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost" — His own name placed for ever the 
second in that Blessed Trinity; and He added the 
gracious promise, '^Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world" (see Note 5). 
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NOTES— LESSON XII. 

1. Crucifixion was looked upon by the Romans as the 
most horrible form of death, burning not excepted ; and it was 
reserved for slaves or, in the case of freemen, for the vilest 
criminals. Had our Lord been put to death by the Jews the 
sentence would have been carried out by stoning. 

2. Golgotha, The Hebrew name of the place where our 
Lord was crucified ; so called either from the shape of the 
ground or because it was a place of burial. 

3. Simon of Cyrene, Simon had probably come to Jeru- 
salem to keep the Passover. St. Mark speaks of both Simon 
and his sons, Alexander and Rufris, as being known to the 
Church. Cyrene was a Greek colony of Libya in North 
Africa. 

4. The Veil of the Temple separated the Holy Place from 
the Holy of Holies ; and its being rent in twain at the time of 
our Lord's Crucifixion signified that now we may enter into 
the Holiest "by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19, 20). 

5. In a future Manual some remarks will be made on the 
striking differences between St. Matthew's notices of the 
Risen Lord's appearances and the accounts of the other 
Evangelists. Writing, as St. Matthew did, for those who 
were dwelling in Palestine, this appearance in Galilee would 
have for them an especial interest. If we are right in identi- 
fying it with the appearance to five hundred mentioned in i 
Cor. x\., many of whom were yet alive when St. Paul wrote, 
numbers of St. Matthew's readers might have been present on 
that occasion. For them, no conclusion of his Gospel could 
be more impressive than those words of promise to which 
they had listened; and with them, rather than with the 
leave-taking of the Ascension, St Matthew seems to have 
preferred to close his GospeL 
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